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WWII Marine Corps Veteran Jack Pfleghaar Looks Back
BY NANCY GAGNET 

MIRROR REPORTER 

Jack Pfleghaar has lived a 

long life. 

The 96-year-old WWII 

veteran, MHS graduate and 

former Maumee volunteer 

firefighter recently reflected 

on his life, but especially his 

time in the military, in a fit-

ting tribute for Veterans Day. 

“I am the luckiest person 

and I don’t deserve it,” he 

said. 

Born on October 23, 

1924, Jack grew up in 

Maumee. At 6 feet tall, he 

was a formidable athlete in 

high school, playing football 

and running the hurdles in 

track. 

“I never got beat,” he 

recalled. 

Shortly after graduation, 

he followed his brother 

Donald’s lead and joined the 

U.S. Marine Corps, going on 

to serve admirably and trav-

eling far from Maumee to 

the South Pacific, where 

intense and deadly fighting 

left him profoundly changed 

for many years.  

“I couldn’t talk about war 

for years – I would get so 

emotional I couldn’t talk 

about it,” he said.  

At age 18, Jack enlisted in 

the service and traveled first 

to Cleveland, then to Camp 

Pendleton in San Diego. He 

was sent to Hawaii for radio 

school, and then on to 

Peleliu.  

“The neat thing about 

going to Peleliu was that I 

had to cross the equator,” 

said Jack. 

Peleliu is an island in the 

island nation of Palau. It was 

the site of the Battle of 

Peleliu, which resulted in the 

highest casualty rate of any 

amphibious assault in 

American military history. 

Of the approximately 28,000 

Marines and infantry troops 

involved, 40 percent – or 

9,800 – of the Marines and 

soldiers who fought for the 

island died or were wounded. 

Jack was assigned to the 

3rd Armored Amphibious 

Battalion.  

“It was a new outfit and 

we were on one side of the 

bay and the 1st Marine 

Corps was on the other side, 

but the equipment did not 

arrive until the day before we 

were going to go into battle,” 

he remembered. 

While waiting, the sol-

diers played baseball and bas-

ketball and went swimming. 

Once the equipment arrived 

and was loaded, the men 

boarded the ship and spent 

the evening letting off steam 

by indulging in alcohol, but 

Jack wasn’t too interested. 

“I may have had a beer, 

but I didn’t drink much,” he 

said. 

On September 15, after 

days of watching U.S. battle-

ships and airplanes bomb the 

island, Jack was sent in. He 

was among 900 soldiers in 

the first wave heading to 

shore with seven other sol-

diers in an LVT (Landing 

Vehicle Tracked), a large 

armored amphibious landing 

craft. 

“We headed in and I 

don’t know what happened 

to the other craft around us, 

but we hit the coral reef 50 

or 60 yards from shore and 

as soon as we hit the coral 

reef – boom – we stopped 

dead in the water. Now, we 

had no training, so we just 

sat there. If those people had 

given us instructions and 

told us that as soon as we got 

hit to get out, we would have, 

but they didn’t. Then, after a 

minute or two, we were hit 

again,” he said. 

Upon the second strike 

the LVT immediately burst 

into flames.  

“I don’t know how I knew 

that there was something in 

front of me that I could get 

through, but as soon as I saw 

the fire, I dove through it 

and I made it out,” he said.  

Eventually reaching 

shore, Jack soon realized that 

he was the only survivor of 

the entire crew. 

“I laid there like a fetus. 

Fortunately, there weren’t 

any Japanese in the area, so I 

was lucky – I’ve been lucky 

all of my life, even today,” he 

said. 

Jack laid on the beach 

until three fellow Marines 

told him to move, which was 

fortunate for him, because he 

made it back to the landing 

just as chaos erupted. 

“There were machine 

guns, cannons, hand 

grenades, snipers all around,” 

he said. “If I had laid there 

another 10 minutes, I would 

have been dead. It was horri-

ble, it was the most frighten-

ing experience I have ever 

had. You can’t believe it. It’s 

like the world is falling down 

on you and there is nothing 

you can do about it.” 

Jack eventually made it to 

safety and remained on the 

island for a couple of days.  

He took part in subse-

quent battles, including one 

in which a comrade was hit 

in the head and killed, while 

Jack was hit in the back. 

“When the corpsman came 

and patched me up, he asked 

me if I wanted a Purple Heart 

Jack Pfleghaar, 96, stands by a collage of military 
photos. Shortly after graduation, he followed his 
brother Donald’s lead and joined the U.S. Marine 
Corps, going on to serve admirably and traveling far 
from Maumee to the South Pacific. He saw action in 
the  Battle of Peleliu, which resulted in the highest 
casualty rate of any amphibious assault in American 
military history.   

This photo of a very young John “Jack” Pfleghaar was 
taken at age 19, shortly after he enlisted in the U.S. 
Marine Corps.                       PHOTOS COURTESY OF GENESIS VILLAGE
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Military weapons and a flag are preserved in Jack’s collection.Jack kept many hats he acquired while serving. 

Maumee WWII Veteran Jack Pfleghaar Recalls His Combat Experiences
and I told him that everyone I 

had been with the first three 

days had been killed. I thought 

they deserved the Purple Heart 

instead of me. I thought I 

didn’t really deserve it,” 

said Jack. 

Like so many soldiers, the 

experience of living through 

the horrors of battle had a 

long-lasting and significant 

impact on his life.   

“I’ll tell you what happens 

when you are in combat – it 

happened to me – we called 

it the Asiatic stare,” he said. 

“Something happens to your 

brain that somehow, when 

other people are killed beside 

you, somehow you have to 

keep going. This is where you 

are, this is what you have to 

do, and you just keep going.” 

After being discharged 

and returning to Maumee, 

Jack took a job with Ohio 

Bell, which later became 

AT&T. He also served as a 

volunteer firefighter for the 

city of Maumee.  

Later, he worked in the 

field of education, teaching 

vocational electronics at 

Whitmer High School while 

pursuing higher education at 

The University of Toledo. 

He also taught night cours-

es at Owens Community 

College for individuals work-

ing at Toledo Edison. 

Later in his life, from 

1989 to 1991, he went to 

Frankfurt Germany, teaching 

military children for the 

Department of Defense. 

While there, he also took 

psychology courses, which he 

says helped him cope with 

his PTSD. 

“I couldn’t talk about war 

for many years, until I went 

to Germany and I had to take 

psychology classes, and even 

there, many times I would get 

so emotional I would have to 

walk out. I couldn’t stand it 

any longer. But that broke 

the dam, so finally I was able 

to talk about it like I am talk-

ing to you,” Jack said. 

In April 1948, Jack mar-

ried Jean McMullen. The two 

were married for 31 years 

until she passed away in April 

1981. Then in 1982, he mar-

ried Sally Marshall, who had 

worked for the CIA. The two 

traveled extensively, including 

overseas, until she passed 

away in December 2006. 

Jack and Jean had three 

children, Gretchen, Nick and 

Eric, nine grandchildren and 

several great-grandchildren. 

Jack lived for many years 

in the 200 block of West 

John Street until six months 

ago, when he moved to 

Genesis Village.  

Jack’s son Nick said that 

his father made a DVD for 

family members, highlight-

ing the photos and images 

from his time in the military. 

“Dad didn’t talk about it 

when he was young. He did 

more in his late years,” said 

Nick. “He said he would 

never want to do it again, but 

would never have missed it 

for the world.”

This WWII helmet saw many hard-fought battles overseas.

This model ship replicates the one that carried Jack to the Battle of Peleliu on 
September 15, 1944.                                                         PHOTOS COURTESY OF GENESIS VILLAGE

(continued from page 5)
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Genesis Village Residents Enjoy Gorgeous Weather & Tours  
Staff and residents from Genesis Village gather for a photo during a recent treehouse tour at Oak Openings. 
Unseasonably warm temperatures made for enjoyable viewing inside and out.        PHOTO COURTESY OF GENESIS VILLAGE 

Alzheimer’s Death Rates  
Spike During COVID
Tillie Day’s beautiful 

brown eyes looked blank 

into the glass window. 

Then there was terror. 

Distress. She held a phone, 

not knowing what to do 

with it. 

She cried, her worn hand 

covering her face. 

She pursed her lips and 

looked down as nursing staff 

tried to get her to look up to 

see her daughter, Deneen, a 

constant fixture on the other 

side of the glass. 

That was Deneen Day’s 

experience as an Alzheimer’s 

caregiver with a mother in 

an assisted living facility. For 

four months, Day saw her 

mother decline. Tillie Day 

died on July 8, one week 

before her 83rd birthday. 

Since the coronavirus 

pandemic began, people with 

Alzheimer’s and dementia 

have been dying in numbers 

higher than the five-year 

average for this time frame. 

According to Centers for 

Disease Control and 

Prevention data, there were 

at least 31,047 more reported 

deaths due to Alzheimer’s or 

another dementia through 

September. That above-aver-

age number far exceeds all 

other disease categories 

reported by the CDC, 

according to an Alzheimer’s 

Association analysis. 

In Ohio, there have been 

1,164 deaths above the aver-

age through September, and 

that represents a 14-percent 

increase. 

“This is alarming,” said 

Eric VanVlymen, regional 

leader for the Alzheimer’s 

Association in Ohio. “We 

must continue to push for 

the safety of people with 

Alzheimer’s both in the 

home and in facilities 

because we know they are 

more at risk.” 

Reasons for the increased 

deaths are varied and 

VanVlymen said more 

analysis is needed to learn 

why. The association has cre-

ated guidelines to help pro-

tect those living at home 

from getting COVID-19 and 

guidelines to help long-term 

care facilities. They can be 

found at www.alz.org. 

“Our state has taken 

measures to help deal with 

this, but it is terrible to see 

people with Alzheimer’s, 

who already suffer, to actual-

ly be burdened even more as 

well as their families,” 

VanVlymen said. He urged 

families with questions 

about care that can help pro-

tect their loved ones to call 

the association’s 24/7 

helpline at (800) 272-3900. 

According to an AARP 

nursing home COVID-19 

dashboard, more than 33 

percent of Ohio’s nursing 

homes reported having less 

than a week’s worth of per-

sonal protective equipment 

(PPE) on hand over the four-

week period ending 

September 20, and some 35 

percent of Ohio’s nursing 

homes also reported staffing 

shortages in direct care 

workers during this period. 

Both were higher than 

national averages. 

Although Day said it was 

heartbreaking knowing she 

could not directly help her 

mother the way that she did 

prior to COVID-19, she was 

thankful for the staff and the 

hospice nurse assigned to her 

mom, who tried to compen-

sate for the absence of fami-

ly help. The staff “became 

their family, they became 

their daughters, they became 

everyone to them,” Day said. 

Currently, 220,000 

Ohioans live with 

Alzheimer’s disease.  

Nationwide, according to 

the 2020 Alzheimer’s 

Disease Facts and Figures 

report: 

• Forty-two percent of 

residents in residential care 

facilities have Alzheimer’s or 

other dementias. 

• Forty-eight percent of 

nursing home residents have 

Alzheimer’s or other demen-

tias. 

“As an association, we are 

here to support Alzheimer’s 

caregivers whatever their 

caregiving situation is,” said 

Pamela Myers, program 

director for the Alzheimer’s 

Association Northwest Ohio 

and Central Ohio chapters. 

“Imagine how you would 

feel if you thought your par-

ent was declining, yet despite 

your strongest desires, you 

couldn’t touch them or 

advocate strongly in person 

for them.” 

To document her 

COVID-19 caregiver journey 

and to honor her mother, 

Day created a five-minute 

video that started in March 

with window visits at her 

mother’s assisted living facil-

ity and ended after she died.  

“I wanted to be able to 

tell a story to honor others 

going through this. To say, ‘I 

see you. I get it,’” Day 

explained. 

What people need to see 

and understand is “not just 

dying of COVID but dying 

during COVID and what 

families are going through,” 

she said. 

The Alzheimer’s 

Association is the leading 

voluntary health organiza-

tion in Alzheimer’s care, 

support and research. Its 

mission is to eliminate 

Alzheimer’s disease through 

the advancement of 

research; to provide and 

enhance care and support 

for all affected; and to 

reduce the risk of dementia 

through the promotion of 

brain health. Its vision is “a 

world without Alzheimer’s.”  

Visit www.alz.org or call 

the 24/7 helpline at (800) 

272-3900. 
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The Maumee Senior Center, located at 2430 S. Detroit 
Ave., will remain closed to the public until further notice. 
Please see below for information about the center’s Grab & 
Go meals. 

The center thanks the many donors who have donated to 
support both the seniors and the center during the last couple 
of months. Although the need is far from over, the in-kind 
contributions of food/shelf-stable supplies, the contributions 
of time and energy from volunteers and the monetary dona-
tions have been overwhelming. 

Those interested in making a monetary donation to help 
the Maumee Senior Center may mail a check to 2430 S. 
Detroit Ave., Maumee, OH 43537 or donate through PayPal 
at https://bit.ly/3kAo1Mu or by clicking the Donate button on 
the center’s website at MaumeeSeniorCenter.com. 

Grab & Go Meal Menu 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 16 

Menu: Beef stroganoff, peas and carrots, grapes, bread and 

milk. 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 

Menu: Chicken patty with gravy, scalloped potatoes, peaches, 

bread and milk. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 18 

Menu: Hearty split pea soup, fruit cocktail, crackers and milk. 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 

Menu: Beef patty with gravy, corn and peppers, applesauce, 

bread and milk. 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 20 

Menu: Chicken and rice casserole, carrots, pears, bread and 

milk. 

Meals Now Offered For Grab & Go Or Delivery 

Call (419) 893-1994 to reserve. Suggested senior donation 

is $2.50. Meals can be picked up curbside between noon and 

1:00 p.m. Seniors will need to call 24-48 hours in advance to 

reserve their meals. Meals are delivered between noon and 

3:00 p.m. 

Lakes Of Monclova Hosts Drive-Thru Dinner  
The Lakes of Monclova, 6935 Monclova Rd., Maumee, 

is holding a drive-thru turkey dinner on Thursday, 

November 19 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. at the assisted living 

entrance. 

The cost is $10.00 cash only with RSVP requested by 

Monday, November 9 at (419) 866-3030. 

All proceeds will be donated to the Seagate Food Bank. 

Wreaths For A Reason Raises Funds For Sunshine 

The Lakes of Monclova, 6935 Monclova Rd., Maumee, 

invites the public to participate in Wreaths for a Reason. 

Interested participants are encouraged to make a holiday 

wreath to be auctioned and drop it off at the health center 

by Friday, November 20. 

Bids for wreaths will be accepted from Monday, 

November 23 through Friday, December 11 at 5:00 p.m. A 

Facebook live silent auction will take place on Friday, 

December 11 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Visit The Lakes 

of Monclova Facebook page to view the wreaths and par-

ticipate in the event.  

All proceeds will be donated to Sunshine 

Communities. For more information on the event, call 

(419) 866-3030. 
 

Readers interested in submitting items to this column may do 

so by sending an e-mail to info@themirrornewspaper.com or 

by sending a typed press release to The Mirror, 113 W. Wayne 

St., Maumee, Ohio 43537. Deadlines are at 5:00 p.m. on each 

Thursday prior to the following Thursday’s publication. All 

items will be used solely at the editor’s discretion.

SENIOR CALENDAR Know How To Identify Phone And 
Online Social Security Scams

BY ERIN THOMPSON 
SOCIAL SECURITY PUBLIC AFFAIRS SPECIALIST 

The most effective way to defeat scammers is to 

know how to identify scams. You should just hang up 

on any call you’re uncertain of and ignore suspicious e-

mails. Scammers are always finding new ways to steal 

your money and personal information by exploiting 

your fears. 

One common tactic scammers use is posing as fed-

eral agents and other law enforcement. They may claim 

your Social Security number is linked to a crime. They 

may even threaten to arrest you if you do not comply 

with their instructions. Just hang up.  

As a reminder, you should continue to remain vigi-

lant of phone calls when someone says there’s a prob-

lem with your Social Security number or your benefits. 

If you owe money to Social Security, we will mail you 

a letter explaining your rights, payment options and 

information about appealing.  

There are a few ways you can identify a scam call. If 

you do business with us, remember that we will never: 

• Threaten you with benefit suspension, arrest or 

other legal action unless you pay a fine or fee. 

• Promise a benefit increase or other assistance in 

exchange for payment. 

• Require payment by retail gift card, cash, wire 

transfer, internet currency or prepaid debit card. 

• Demand secrecy from you in handling a Social 

Security-related problem. 

• Send official letters or reports containing person-

ally identifiable information via e-mail. 

If you do not have ongoing business with our 

agency, it is unlikely we will contact you. If you get a 

suspicious call claiming to be from Social Security, you 

should hang up and report it to our law enforcement 

office at oig.ssa.gov.


