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Pickleball players and members of Waterville’s Parks and Recreation Committee cut
the ribbon on the new pickleball courts at Baer Park. With hundreds of players in
Northwest Ohio, the demand for new courts has grown.

Jerry Finfera and Sam Schifko begin a game of pickleball on the new courts at Baer Park.
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Communities Add Courts To Meet Growing Pickleball Demand
BY KAREN
GERHARDINGER
MIRROR REPORTER

With its smaller court,
larger racquet, plastic ball
and shorter game time, pickleball appeals to all ages and
has grown to include more
than 3.3 million players in
the United States – including
over 500 in the Northwest
Ohio area.
According to the Sport
and
Fitness
Industry
Association (SFIA), pickleball participation grew by
21.3 percent last year as
Americans looked for new
ways to stay active during the
pandemic.
Pickleball is a mixture of
tennis, badminton and pingpong. The goal is to get the
ball over the net and prevent
your opponent from hitting
it back.
“It’s like playing pingpong, only you’re standing
on the table,” said Jerry
Finfera, a Whitehouse retiree
who plays several times a
week on area courts.
On August 7, Finfera was
among a dozen players test-

ing out the newest courts –
two restriped tennis courts at
Baer Park in Waterville.
Waterville City Council
member Anthony Bruno cut
the ribbon on the courts
along with fellow Parks and
Recreation
Committee
members and pickleball
players, including Ellen
Clarke.
A Waterville resident,
Clarke likes to cycle and
swim, but was looking for
other ways to stay in shape
when she took a beginners’
course at the YMCA.
“I like the fact that it keeps
you moving and active. It’s
something you can easily
play for a couple of hours
and not realize it’s been that
long,” she said. “I do it mainly for the exercise.”
Kristen Villaflor learned
about pickleball while picking up her son at a tennis
club several years ago and
lobbied to get the YMCA to
add courses. Now, she teaches beginner pickleball at the
Wolf Creek YMCA and
encourages senior citizens to
try out the sport.

“I hate exercise, but I can
do this in two hours and not
be miserable,” Villaflor said.
“I fell in love with this sport.”
Villaflor
and
Betsy
Kenniston, two of the four
USA Pickleball Association
ambassadors in Northwest
Ohio, joined the ribbon-cutting ceremony at Baer Park.
Kenniston, a member of
Toledo Pickleball Club, also
teaches beginner lessons.
“For people who know
nothing, we can take them to
the point where they’d be
comfortable being in a
game,” Kenniston said. Once
a newbie understands the
basics, getting them on the
court is the best way to learn,
and experienced players are
always willing to provide
guidance.
“It’s so inclusive. If you
walk to a pickleball court and
have on the right shoes,
someone will hand you a
paddle and say, ‘Come on in
and play,’” Kenniston said.
Don’t have a paddle? Stop
by the Waterville Branch
Library and borrow a set at
no charge, said Robert

Lineen, a Waterville resident
who was instrumental in getting the Baer Park tennis
courts repainted for pickleball. As a member of the
Parks
and
Recreation
Committee, he did research
on the sport and the available
resources in the area. Lineen
shared his list of facilities so
anyone with a yearning for
pickleball can find a place to
play:
• Toledo Pickleball Club, 301
Glenwood Ave., Rossford, is
a private membership club
with six courts. For information, visit ToledoPickleball
.com.
• Holland Pickleball, 1035
Clarion Ave. in Holland’s
Strawberry Acres Park, has
seven courts. While some
times are reserved for members only, other times are
open to the public.
• Sylvania Pickleball Club is
located on Garden Park
Drive at Veterans Memorial
Field. Six permanent courts

are open to the public, but
the SPC has times when the
courts are open to members
only.
• Whitehouse Pickleball
Club meets at Whitehouse
Village Park, next to the
small quarry, where an iceskating rink was converted
into three courts.
• Perrysburg Pickleball Club
meets at Memorial Park, 945
Elm St., where a total of 10
courts are possible with the
use of portable nets.
• Swanton Pickleball Club
meets at Memorial Park off
Main Street, where there are
two permanent pickleball
courts and two courts that
share lines with a tennis
court.
• In Waterville, Baer Park on
North Fifth Street now has
two pickleball courts on converted tennis courts.
• Monclova Township’s
Homecoming Park on Albon
Road next to the administration building has two tennis

courts with pickleball lines.
The township has funding to
install pickleball courts in the
Keener Road Park within the
next year.
Unless otherwise noted,
these facilities are open to the
public at all times, and more
information is available
under the clubs’ names on
Facebook.
During the winter, many
facilities are also available for
indoor pickleball; call for
information on times. These
include
Hope
United
Methodist
Church
in
Whitehouse, ProClaim FM
in
Holland,
Premiere
Volleyball
Center
in
Maumee, Tam-O-Shanter
Recreation
Center
in
Sylvania and the Rossford
Recreation
Center
in
Rossford. Those who are
members of the YMCA can
also play indoor pickleball at
Ft. Meigs, West (Toledo),
East (Oregon) and Wolf
Creek locations.

WELCOME TO MEDICARE Tuesday,
INFORMATIVE EVENT August 24
Perrysburg Way Public Library, Mtg Rm A

(5:30 – 7:00pm)

101 East Indiana Avenue, Perrysburg, OH 43551
Join host Ron Myers for his monthly “Welcome to Medicare” educational seminar.
This event is for those turning 65 soon with Medicare questions.
It is critical that you are informed and understand your options!
Topics include the different Parts of Medicare, how and when to enroll, and the basics of
Medicare Supplement Plans, Medicare Advantage Plans and Part D Prescription Plans.
This is an Educational Event NOT a Sales Event. No specific carrier or plan
materials will be presented or sold. There is no cost to attend.
Walk-ins are welcome. RSVP is optional. Individual appointments are available if you prefer.
Call 419-872-0204 with any questions.
(Not affiliated with Medicare or any government agency.)

Citizen Advisory Group
770 Commerce Dr., Perrysburg, OH 43551
citizenadvisory.com • 419-872-0204
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Glass City Wellness Announces Health Expo
Glass City Wellness will host a free health expo on
Saturday, August 21 from noon to 5:00 p.m. at Rivercrest
Park, 26431 Fort Meigs Rd., Perrysburg.
Local wellness vendors, guest speakers and fitness experts
will be on-site. Free community fitness classes, wellness education, family fun, giveaways and healthy food will be available. Slime making and homemade bath bomb making will
be offered for kids.
Visit www.glasscitywellness.com for more information.
Hospice Of Northwest Ohio Holds Phone Interviews
Hospice of Northwest Ohio will host open phone interviews for maintenance and housekeeping positions on
Wednesday, August 25 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Jobseekers who want to be a part of the team that supports
the exceptional care of patients near the end of life are
encouraged to call (419) 931-5929 for an interview during
this time.
Hospice of Northwest Ohio offers competitive wages; a
403(b) retirement savings match; extensive training; paid
time off – sick, vacation and personal; medical, dental,
vision and life insurance, as well as a culture of excellence.
Applicants must be available to work at both the Toledo
and Perrysburg Hospice Centers. Full-time, part-time and
contingent positions are available.
Anyone not available for a phone interview on August 25
can apply online at www.hospicenwo.org or e-mail
lhalka@hospicenwo.org.
GriefShare Program Set At Monclova Baptist
The Monclova Road Baptist Church GriefShare ministry
support group will start a new series of online weekly meetings, conveniently using Zoom, beginning on Monday,
September 13 at 8:00 p.m.
The ministry is for those who are grieving the loss of a
family member or friend. There is no time limit on how long
ago your loved one may have passed; you are welcome.
GriefShare is a nondenominational group that features bib-
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lical teaching on grief and recovery topics. Each week is a
different topic, and you may join the group at any time during the 13-week program. To preregister or for more information, call (419) 346-6991.
Grief Support Meeting Offered In Maumee
Spring Green Educational Foundation will offer
A.F.T.E.R., a grief support group meeting at 2319 Detroit
Ave., Maumee, from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. on the second and
fourth Thursday of the month.
A.F.T.E.R. will be led by executive director Dawn Duhaime,
a licensed social worker who lost her only child in 2019 and is
now assisting others through their grief. This group meets biweekly to support one another in their journey after losing
someone they love and provides tools for learning to live a new
way of life inside of grief through support and activities that
help lessen the pain and reduce suffering.
Spring Green Educational Foundation is a nonprofit
organization that has been serving the community for 20
years and most recently released its documentary ONE,
focusing on the opioid crisis.
Hospice Offers Help For Health Care Directives
Hospice of Northwest Ohio provides free, guided conversations by trained facilitators to assist in the completion of
advance health care directives. Through a series of questions, these conversations consider cultural, spiritual and
religious beliefs in completing written advance directives
including Living Wills and selecting a health care power of
attorney.
All adults, whether healthy or coping with a serious illness, should think about, discuss and document their health
care wishes. It is important to make wishes known upfront
about any future medical treatment, in the event a person
cannot express them themselves. These conversations have
never been so important and at the forefront of everyone’s
mind as during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Hospice of Northwest Ohio offers this service free of
charge to anyone in the community. Advance Care Plans are
legal documents that can be created without the assistance
of a lawyer. Health care decision conversations can be done
in person or via phone or video chat. Set up an appointment
by calling (419) 931-5423 or e-mailing acp@sinceracare.org.
Learn more about advance directives at www.hospicenwo.org/patient-care/advance-care-planning.

DENTAL Insurance
Get the dental care you deserve.
1

Medicare does not cover dental care . That means if you need dental
work done, it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out
of your own pocket.
Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
It helps cover over 350 procedures — from cleanings and fillings to
crowns and dentures. Call today to get help paying big dental bills.

• See any dentist you want,
but save more with one in our network

Dental Health Associates
of Whitehouse
New patients who mention this ad will receive
$100 off their first out-of-pocket expenses!

5934 Finzel Road, Whitehouse • 419-877-0382
(Across from Anthony Wayne High School)
Providing Personalized Vision &
Medical Eye Care For The Entire Family.
COMPREHENSIVE EYE AND VISION CARE
CONTACT LENSES • SPECIALTY LENSES
FASHION & DESIGNER FRAMES
TREATMENT OF EYE DISEASES
REFRACTIVE SURGERY MANAGEMENT

Dr. Daniel J. Robinson, Optometrist

419•878•EYES

— Established in 1981 —

Three Locations To Serve You:
Whitehouse
6760 Providence St.
419-877-1000
Bowling Green
248 S. Main
419-352-9375
Sylvania
7510 New West Rd.
419-517-7577

www.shopcyclewerks.com

Contactless consultations, installations and delivery available!

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.
Discover the safe and
  
  
  
   

• No deductible, no annual maximum
• Immediate coverage for preventive care

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-508-9763
dental50plus.com/mirror

The Rave 2 stair lift
is the ideal solution
for anyone:
   

  
  
 
   
    
all 

Call now to save

on a Rave 2 stair lift!
1-844-334-8259
1

“Medicare & You,” Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020
Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Beneﬁts Rider. Product not available in all
states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certiﬁcate of this type. Contact us for complete details about
this insurance solicitation. This speciﬁc offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar
offer. Certiﬁcate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN:
P150TN); Rider kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B).
6255

Most Insurance

Plans Accepted
3937
8245-A Farnsworth Rd., Waterville • anthonywaynevisionservices.com

