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No Pain, All Gain: Paintball Offers Excitement, Fun For All Ages
BY KERRI RALLS
PLAYLIST REPORTER

When his son first
brought home a paintball
gun years ago, Bob Short was
skeptical.

“We don’t like guns,”
Short said. “We don’t have
any in our house.”

But, Short said he tried
out the paintball gun and
found that not only was it
safe, it was fun.

It was so much fun, in
fact, that Short opened a store
dedicated to all things paint-
ball.

All Star Paintball, on
Illinois Avenue in Maumee,
deals in the sale, repair and
upgrading of paintball equip-
ment.

After seeing his sons’
interest in the sport and the
lack of local businesses deal-
ing in the related equipment,
Short started the business as a
part-time job.

All Star Paintball first
opened in 2001 in a small
storefront in Whitehouse.

Short said that first store
was only open 25 hours per
week, but saw good business.

“It just kept getting busier
and busier,” Short said.

When an opportunity
came to move the store to

Maumee near The Andersons
in September 2005, Short
took it.

Now a family-owned and -
operated business with
Short’s sons Chris, 19, and
Nick, 16, as employees, All
Star Paintball is a full-time
job.

The store, which draws
business from all over Ohio,
Michigan and Indiana, sells
guns, goggles, paintballs, har-

nesses, jerseys and virtually
every paintball accessory on
the market. Three of the main
brands offered are Tippman,
Spyder and Piranha.

Customers come back
time and again to stock up on
paintballs or get new gear.

“It’s addicting,” Short
said.

Short says that on more
than one occasion, fathers
have mirrored his own experi-
ence.

They bring in their sons to
get the equipment, take it
home and try it out.

A few days later, the men
are back in the store looking
at gear for themselves.

A starter kit for paintball
beginners is quite simple.

According to Short, new-
bies need a gun, a tank, paint-
balls and goggles.

Guns range in price from
approximately $79.00 to
$2,000, depending on the
manufacturer and quality.

All Star Paintball stocks
both nitrogen and CO2 tanks
in varying sizes.

“Obviously, the larger the
tank, the less you have to stop
to refill,” Short said.

The first purchase of the
tank will run anywhere from
$20.00 to $40.00, depending
on size. After the initial cost,
however, refills are inexpen-
sive.

At All Star Paintball,
refills on the largest tanks are
only $3.00.

The actual 68-caliber
paintballs themselves come in
bags of 500, which cost from
$12.00 to $18.00, depending
on the quality of the ball.

For the more trigger
happy in the group, cases
come with 2,000 paintballs.

According to Nick Short,
higher quality paintballs have
a thicker shell and higher
quality paint inside.

Regardless of brand, all
paintballs are nontoxic and
biodegradable.

Short said the paint will
wash off virtually any surface
with the right treatment.

One of the most impor-
tant pieces of equipment,
however, is the goggles, Short
said.

Paintball goggles cover
virtually all of the face
because, while Nick Short
said getting hit isn’t too
painful, it could cause dam-
age to the eyes.

And it definitely smarts
on exposed skin.

“You can get some welts,”
Bob Short said.

But before all the nervous
mothers go hiding the paint-
ball guns, the Shorts said
paintball guns are really pret-
ty harmless.

First, players wear the gog-
gles and typically cover their
skin in long clothing.

Chris Short said another
good investment is gloves,
which have padding on the
fingers.

Also, there are limits to
how fast the ball can travel.

These speeds can be set
and adjusted by the staff at
All Star Paintball to keep the
ball speed within the safe
limit.

Right now, Short said, All
Star Paintball’s clientele is
mostly men. 

“That’s something I’d like
to change,” he said. “I don’t
want girls to not get
involved.”

For the boys, and the few
girls currently involved, Short
said 10 is an appropriate age
to start.

And while paintball guns

may not be right for younger
kids, there’s no limit when it
comes to the older “kids.”

“I’ve had a van full of sen-
iors in full camouflage pull
up,” said Short, of Monclova.

There are a few local places
where the snipers among us
can go to unleash their arse-
nal.

Nick Short said there are
both indoor and outdoor
facilities to use.

Bull Creek, in Bowling
Green, is one popular spot.

There, paintball wars can
commence among the many
inflatable bunkers.

Two popular paintball
games are Xball and speed-
ball.

The similar games pit
teams against each other in
modified versions of capture
the flag, rolling and ducking
among the bunkers as they
try to take out their oppo-
nents.

Both sports have recently
been broadcast on ESPN, a
fact that didn’t surprise the
Shorts.

Chris Short said paintball
games are global, with teams
from countries around the
world showing up at big
competitions like the ones
showcased on TV.

In this area, local paint-
ball stores and arenas often
sponsor tournaments of the
two games.

For more information on
local contests or for paintball
equipment information and
sales, contact All Star
Paintball at (419) 482-0549.

Located at 410 Illinois
Ave. in Maumee, the store is
open Monday through
Friday from 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. and on Saturday
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
All Star Paintball is closed on
Sunday.

The employees at All Star Paintball, (from left) owner Bob Short, Mike Prouty, Chris Short, Jake Brooks and Nick
Short, are all paintball enthusiasts. The store deals in the latest paintball equipment and offers a number of servic-
es, including tank refills, equipment repair and upgrade, and speed adjustments.                   PLAYLIST PHOTO BY KERRI RALLS

Chris Short, All Star Paintball employee and son of
owner Bob Short, gets decked out in paintball gear,
complete with jersey, mask and goggles. All Star
Paintball carries seemingly every paintball accessory
and all the major brands, including Tippmann, Spyder
and Piranha equipment.                 PLAYLIST PHOTO BY KERRI RALLS

Register now for the 
Komen Northwest Ohio 

Race for the Cure®!

This year’s Race is dedicated “In Celebration of” Mary Greeno and “In Memory of” Nancy Lockert.
This ad space generously donated by the Maumee Mirror.

3. In-Person Registration on August 26, 10:00 am -2:00 pm
Toledo: Brondes Ford 5545 Secor Road

Kistler Ford 5555 W. Central Ave.
Oregon: Mathews Ford 2811 Navarre Road
Maumee: Brondes Ford 1511 Reynolds Road

1. Online Registration 
Available until Sunday, September 10, 2006 at midnight. Go to 
www.komennwohio.org and follow prompts for Race registration.

2. Mail-In Registration 
May use this option until September 5, 2006. Complete the 
registration form available at various locations throughout Toledo and 
Northwest Ohio and mail your check payable to Komen NW Ohio 
Race for the Cure®.

Sunday, September 17 • Downtown Toledo • 9:00am
Race Info Line: 419.824.1789 • raceinfoline@hotmail.com

www.komennwohio.org

Temperance: Whitman Ford 7555 Lewis Avenue
Bowling Green: Kroger North Main Street
Swanton: Kroger Airport Highway
Findlay: Blanchard Valley 15990 Medical

     Cancer Center  Drive South

Race Week Registration will also be available beginning Thursday, September 14, 2006.

2117 River Rd., Maumee • 419-893-0561

Your Favorite Stop For Ice Cream In Maumee
Hours: Mon. thru Sat. 11 a.m. - 10 p.m. • Sun. Noon - 10 p.m.

Weekly Lunch Specials
Mon., Wed., Sat.  . . . . . . . .Hot Dog (Including Foot Longs)

Tues. & Thurs.  . .Chicken or Albacore Tuna Salad Sandwiches

Fri.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bacon, Lettuce & Tomato Sandwich


