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Old House Distinctive Gifts & Collectibles in Waterville offers shoppers a wide variety of
moderately priced gifts. The store, owned by Jean Martin, is located at 26 N. Third St.

The tween room at Old House features items for kids and babies. Colorful stuffed ani-
mals, blankets, piggy banks and bedroom decorations fill the room, which is one of
the five themed rooms in the store.

Old House Offers New Items, Unique Choices In Waterville
BY KERRI RALLS
MIRROR REPORTER

An old house offers lots of
new goods for all tastes in
Waterville.

Old House Gifts and
Collectibles, located at 26 N.
Third St., looks simple and
unassuming on the outside,
but just step in the door and
shoppers find themselves in a
virtual maze of sweet
smelling gifts and goods.

The store, owned by Jean
Martin, of Waterville, has five
rooms featuring moderately
priced items including furni-
ture, pictures, soaps, gourmet
food, jewelry, candles, lamps,
collectible figurines and
more.

Martin travels to trade
shows around the Midwest
looking for just the right
items for Old House.

She said she gets a lot of
her merchandise from
Pennsylvania, Illinois and
Columbus.

“It’s all new,” Martin said,
“but some of it is made to
look old.”

Each of the five rooms at
Old House is filled with
items of a different theme.

Martin’s store has a lodge
room, an Americana room, a
“tween” room for kids, and
two rooms of assorted col-
lectibles and gifts.

The tween room features
stuffed animals and bedroom
decorations for kids.

The Americana room fea-
tures different pictures, draw-
ings, lamps and dolls with
stars and stripes themes.

The lodge room boasts
bird feeders, birds’ nests and
an array of painted signs car-
rying welcome messages.

The store even has a small
section of goods for members
of the Red Hat Society, a
national organization of
women age 50 and older who
get together for social activi-
ties.

If you happen to work up
an appetite while shopping,
Old House offers a selection
of gourmet foods as well. The
choices include cookies and
specially made syrup from
Michigan.

The challenge in running
a store like Old House?

“Satisfying everyone,”
Martin said. The biggest chal-
lenge is “having something
(in the store) for everyone
and trying to focus on what
people like.”

To meet that challenge,
Martin brings in new and dif-
ferent lines all the time, she
said.

Old House recently added
more artists and lines of col-
lectibles to its stock.

The store carries works by
artists Lori Mitchell and Jim
Shore, jewelry by Jody Coyote
and Willow Tree collectibles.

In addition to these popu-
lar and prominent goods,
Martin stocks her store with
unique items.

“We have a lot of one-of-
a-kind things,” Martin said.

“We have a variety of things
for everyone, for all ages.”

Additionally, Martin, who
said she got into the col-
lectibles business after her
children grew, said Old
House displays new goods for
each season.

“We change with the sea-
sons,” Martin said.

Currently, Easter items are
featured, while Christmas
goods are on sale.

Martin said the other chal-
lenge is keeping prices com-
petitive.

She described Old House
as moderately priced, and it
definitely won’t break your
bank.

Handmade soaps sell for
about $2.00 per bar.

A custom-made chair in
the Americana room is on
sale for $900.

These items may represent
two ends of the spectrum,
however. Typically goods
range anywhere from $10.00
to $40.00. 

Hand-painted signs can be
found as inexpensive as
$9.00, as can a small lamp.

The popular Willow Tree
line costs about $25.00 for
the larger figurines.

Clearly, Martin knows
what she’s doing. She is no
stranger to the business.

She began her career in
gifts and collectibles nine

years ago, as the manager of
the store that used to occupy
the Old House building.

That store sold more
country-themed goods, so
Martin revamped the stock,
changed the name and
opened up as Old House
three years ago.

“My husband chose the
name,” Martin said, “because
the house (that holds the
store) is 140 years old.”

April marks the third year
for Martin’s Old House and

gives the staff there a reason
to celebrate.

The store will host a birth-
day celebration on April 7, 8
and 9.

Old House will display its
new spring products, give
away door prizes and offer
refreshments for customers.
For more information, call
(419) 878-8200.

Store hours are Monday
through Saturday from 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Sunday
from noon to 5:00 p.m.

A custom-made chair sits in the Americana room at Old
House. This chair and other pieces in the store have
many upholstery options.              MIRROR PHOTOS BY KERRI RALLS
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1000s of Rolls
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We Sell Fun
Call For Appointment(419) 385-9135

AMISH BUILT FURNITURE

419-381-1233
Airport Hwy. & Reynolds Rd.
(Next to Lowe’s & ChuckECheese)

Open Seven Days A Week

TABLES and CHAIRS
Special Pricing From Builders

FARM MARKET
& GIFT SHOPS
419-865-2916

Garden & Gunn Roads, Holland, OH

10% OFF ALL GIFT ITEMS

in MMAARRTTHHAA’’SS GGIIFFTT SSHHOOPP
Including Easter items, 
Bearington Bears & Bunnies 
and items for your home.

Bakery Specials:
Apple or Dutch Apple Pie  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$7.99
Easter Bunny Bread  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.29
Bunny Coffee Cake  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.69
Polish Coffee Cake  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.59

ORDER YOUR PIES NOW FOR EASTER!

Order Your Pies, Breads,Rolls, CoffeeCakes Now
LILIES — HYACINTHS – MUMS
TULIPS – HYDRANGEAS – AZALEAS

EASTER FLOWERS

$1.00 OFF PECK OF APPLES
CIDER . . . $2.75 gal.  —  $1.99 1/2 gal.

Open 9:00 - 6:00 Daily • Closed Easter • Expires: 4-16-06


