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Mandi’s Sewing Shop in Waterville offers alterations of all kinds as well as embroidery
done by owner Mandi Gineman.                                           MIRROR PHOTOS BY MELISSA GARRETT

Mandi Gineman prepares an alteration project at her new business, Mandi’s Sewing
Shop, located at 214 Farnsworth Rd. in Waterville.

New Sewing Shop Owner Shares Talents With Community
BY MELISSA GARRETT

MIRROR REPORTER

The Waterville Chamber
of Commerce spotlight for
June shines brightly on
Mandi’s Sewing Shop at 214
Farnsworth Rd.

Owner Mandi Gineman
just opened her shop in
November, but her love for
sewing started many years
ago.

Gineman said she remem-
bers her father complaining
about her leaving pins and
needles on the floor when she
was small.

Her first real projects
included purses and change
purses she made out of sheets
as a young girl.

She took home economics
courses throughout high

school and made her first
quilt as a teenager.

Gineman said she was
mostly into quilting when she
took her first job at an alter-
ations shop and found the
alterations were more compli-
cated work than she had done.

She learned quickly and
was promoted to manager
within six months. She soon
specialized in some of the
more difficult tasks such as
bridal alterations and working
with zippers and leather.

When the owners of the
alterations shop sold the busi-
ness, Gineman thought she
would like to start her own
business doing alterations out
of her home.

She and her husband Nick
had discussed her going into

another line of work, but she
had come to love working
with people and sewing and
could not imagine doing any-
thing else.

Gineman said she saw the
shop in Waterville and imme-
diately fell in love with it. 

“I just knew,” she said.
Gineman’s parents and

grandparents grew up in
Waterville and graduated
from Anthony Wayne High
School, and she remembered
her grandmother always men-
tioning how much she loved
living in the village.

Gineman lives in Sylvania
Township, but she enjoys
working in Waterville.

“Coming to Waterville is
like entering another world,”
she said. “Everyone is so nice

and people in the community
help each other. The first
month I had people walking
in just to say hello and wel-
come me here.”

Gineman said some people
are surprised she is so young
when they first see her, but
she has been well received and
business has grown incredibly
for her.

Alterations make up the
bulk of Gineman’s business.
She does everything from
hemming pants to altering
wedding dresses.

Appointments are not nec-
essary except for bridal alter-
ations, which take more time.

Gineman said average
alterations take around a

week, and wedding dresses
take a minimum of two weeks
depending on the alterations
needed.

She does most of the work
herself, but she is helped by
her sister, Erin Boyd, who is
now learning the craft.

Mandi’s Sewing Shop also
offers embroidery. Gineman
does small projects now, but
plans to work into larger proj-
ects in the future with a larger
embroidery machine.

Currently, she can person-
alize or place smaller designs
on such items as shirts, tow-
els, Christmas stockings, wed-
ding handkerchiefs, pillowcas-
es or purses.

Gineman also plans to

start a mailing list to send
coupons and monthly spe-
cials to her customers.

She said she is very grateful
to the people of Waterville
who have given her a chance
and welcomed her with open
arms.

“I am looking forward to
meeting people and getting to
know them. I just want to be
able to keep my business open
here and stay until I retire,”
she said. “The more you give
to the community, the more
it will give back to you. I want
to be a part of the communi-
ty here.”

Mandi’s Sewing Shop can
be reached by calling (419)
878-9111.

Incoming seventh-grade students visit the eighth-grade wing of Anthony Wayne
Junior High School on April 28.                        PHOTO COURTESY OF ANTHONY WAYNE LOCAL SCHOOLS
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Fallen Timber’s sixth-graders explored a
new environment on the Anthony Wayne
Junior High School campus on April 28.

Unlike previous years, students experi-
enced orientation as a whole grade level,
rather than in individual classes. The purpose
of this visit was to make the incoming sev-
enth-graders feel more comfortable in the
larger junior high building.

“We really wanted the students to get a
chance to get a feel for the building,” said AW
guidance counselor Amy Barbour. “A big dif-
ference this year is that students were broken
into smaller groups so they feel more com-
fortable moving around in the building and
they can see more.”

“This year, teachers are leading our tour

groups,” said AWJH assistant principal Kevin
Pfefferle. “Kids can ask the teachers the ques-
tions they want to have answered instead of
just listening to them talk. Also, the eighth-
graders were out of the building for Shadow
Day, allowing more room for touring.

“Sixth-grade teachers also traveled with
students to make them feel more comfort-
able.”

“Counselors have already helped students
pick their schedules for next year,” said
Nancy Stafford, FTMS sixth-grade teacher.
“This gave them something to look for while
on the tours. That way, when they come back
for registration, they’ll be more familiar with
things.”

Sixth-grade orientation is just one of
Anthony Wayne’s efforts to make the transi-
tion smoother from building to building
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Eighteen professionals
shared their career experi-
ences with eager seventh-
graders for the annual
Anthony Wayne Junior High
Career Day on April 28.
Students heard from a range
of different speakers, which
included the ever-popular
musician, cosmetologist,
pilot and physical therapist,
among others.

Students attended four
30-minute sessions, in which
they could ask questions
about each particular career.
According to GeorgeAnne
Baldridge, AWJH guidance
counselor, the speakers sum-
marized a typical day in their
workplace, described proper
training for their occupa-
tion, and listed advantages
and disadvantages in their
chosen field.

“This year we surveyed
the kids to find out what
their top career interests
were,” Baldridge said. “We
tried to find people in each
of the job clusters. We
recruited as many people
from Anthony Wayne as
possible: students, neighbors,
friends, relatives and staff.”

Nathan Shriver visited
the art, landscape, physical
therapist and dentist ses-
sions. He said the speakers

were helpful and interesting.
“I think this was a good

chance to see other jobs,”
Rachael Gosslin said. “It also
gave us a chance to think
about what classes we want
to take in high school.”

“I didn’t realize how
much work went into being
a zookeeper,” Corrine
Whewell said. “I think this
day was a lot of fun.”

In addition to Career Day
for seventh-graders, eighth-
graders participated in
Shadow Day. During
Shadow Day each student
chooses an occupation they
are interested in and spends
the day with a professional

in that field. They also com-
plete an interview to learn
more about their chosen
career.

Overall, career explo-
ration at Anthony Wayne
Junior High is designed to
help students plan for the
future by allowing them to
explore different occupations
firsthand. Anthony Wayne
students work with their
guidance counselors to
develop a career plan that
helps them select high school
courses. This process is also
designed to help students
determine their education or
training plans after high
school.

Kerry Patric Clark shares his career experience as a pro-
fessional musician with Anthony Wayne seventh-
graders. PHOTO COURTESY OF ANTHONYWAYNE LOCAL SCHOOLS


