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Ida Thacker is surrounded by several of her family members for her 100th birthday 
celebration at The Lakes of Monclova on November 10.               MIRROR PHOTO BY KRISTI FISH  

Maumee Resident Ida Thacker Turns 100
BY KRISTI FISH 
MIRROR REPORTER 

Ida Thacker was born in 
Marion, grew up in Fostoria 
and lived in several cities 
around Ohio before settling 
in Maumee with her hus-
band and children, where 
she has lived for more than 
70 years. On November 10, 
she was able to celebrate her 
100th birthday in Maumee, 
too. 

She spent the day sur-
rounded by family at The 
Lakes of Monclova, where 
she is now a resident. 

“It’s unbelievable. I 
never, in my wildest dreams, 
ever thought I’d live to be 
100.” Ida said. “It just 
doesn’t seem possible to 
me.” 

As she’s gotten older, Ida 
has thought more about the 
people she’s known whose 
lives were cut short. It’s 
made her grateful for her 
life, but it’s also made her 

want more for everyone 
around her.  

She wants everyone to 
treat each other with kind-
ness and also to have as long 
and healthy lives as possible. 

“One thing I’d like is that 
life is better for others than 
for myself,” Ida said. 

She’s always been one to 
look out for others and 
wants to make their lives 
better, rather than focusing 
on herself, her son Terry 
said. 

She doesn’t ask for much 
for herself on her birthdays, 
either. One birthday, 
though, came with a very 
memorable gift. 

“I think one of her birth-
days that was special was 
1975, when her grandson, 
Jeff, was born on her birth-
day,” Terry said. 

This year, however, a 
week before her birthday, 
while attending an activity 
with other Lakes of 

Monclova staff and resi-
dents, they discussed what 
everyone’s dreams or wishes 
were, and she had expressed 
her desire to see her family. 
They were already busy 
planning their visit for her 
birthday, in fact, and her 
dream was fulfilled on 
November 10, when she was 
celebrated by her son, 
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and more family 
members. 

“It’s the most special 
thing in the world,” Ida said 
about being surrounded by 
so many people who love 
her on her birthday. 

As for the best advice 
she’s learned over the 
years, Ida reminded every-
one, regardless of how old 
they might be, to make the 
most of their life right 
now. 

“Always remember that. 
Just make the most of it,” 
she said.

Maumee Senior Center Plans Holiday Activities
BY KRISTI FISH 
MIRROR REPORTER 

The Maumee Senior 
Center is preparing for the 
holiday season with crafts 
and Santa-centered events. 

On Saturday, December 
3, families will be able to 
attend the annual Breakfast 
With Santa event from 9:00 
a.m. to noon. 

“It’s another community 
day,” said MSC executive 
director Malinda Ruble. “All 
of our events are open to the 
community, but this is a lot 
of fun for everyone.” 

For children under the 
age of 12, the fee is $5.00 
and for those 12 and up, the 
fee is $7.00. Included in the 
fee is breakfast, featuring 
pancakes with a topping bar, 
sausage, juice, milk and cof-
fee, along with cookie deco-
rating, coloring, handmade 
toys, free goody bags, pic-
tures with Santa and more. 

The goody bags, which 
are free stockings filled with 
small handmade gifts and 
snacks, are prepared ahead 
of time, so attendees are 

asked to register prior to the 
event to guarantee enough 
gifts and food are prepared. 

Registration forms are 
available at the center or 
attendees can call to regis-
ter. Payments can be made 
via cash, check or credit 
card, or by using Venmo or 
PayPal. 

“It’s kind of a tradition,” 
Ruble said. “They’ve been 
doing this for more than 25 
years. Kids came years ago 
and now they’re bringing 
their kids. It also gives sen-
iors a chance to spend time 
with their grandkids. You 
also don’t need to be con-
nected to the center; it is 
open to the community.” 

In addition to long-last-
ing traditions, the Maumee 
Senior Center is always 
looking at new ways to bring 
in residents and raise funds 
for the center. This year, 
staff members at the senior 
center are bringing back an 
event they held once prior to 
COVID-19. 

“Our last fundraiser for 
the year is ‘Centerpieces and 

Celebrations,’” Ruble said. 
“That is taking place on 
Monday, December 12, 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.” 

Participants will follow 
guidance from Maumee 
Garden Club members and 
use supplies provided by 
Scrap4Art to create a center-
piece out of fresh greens. 

Tickets for the event are 
$25.00 and include wine and 
appetizers. Attendees are 
asked to bring in a contain-
er, such as a vase or a plastic 
container that will fit inside 
other baskets or bowls. 

“You’ll learn how to 
make a centerpiece out of 
fresh greens with all sorts of 
decorations and greens,” 
Ruble said. “There’s all 
kinds of ribbons and 
baubles to put in them, too.” 

To purchase tickets for 
that night, those interested 
can stop by the office or mail 
a check to the center. 

The Maumee Senior 
Center can be reached at 
(419) 893-1994 and is locat-
ed at 2430 Detroit Ave. in 
Maumee.
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Merle Wilhelm is bringing back The Cobbler Shop on the Waterville Historical 
Society’s River Road campus.

Woodworker Refurbishing Historical Waterville Cobbler Shop
BY KIT HEINTSCHEL 
WATERVILLE HISTORICAL 

SOCIETY 
Because of his love of his-

tory, his attention to authen-
tic materials and his artistic 
ability, Merle Wilhelm has 
brought back The Cobbler 
Shop on the Waterville 
Historical Society River Road 
campus.  

Merle, a Waterville resi-
dent since 2008, renovated 
his own property and took 
on the Waterville Historical 
Society project because of his 
talent and interest in the cre-
ative process of woodwork-
ing. 

The Cobbler Shop, 
located behind the Robbins 
House Museum on the his-
torical society’s South River 
Road campus, is a small, 
bright red-orange building. 
Built circa 1905, The Cobbler 
Shop originally made its 
home on Second Street, 
across from Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church where the 

city administration offices 
stand now. The building was 
moved to the historical soci-
ety’s property in 1983. It had 
been used as a storage build-
ing until Merle took interest 
in the renovation project that 
transformed the entire struc-
ture. 

He has a respect for histo-
ry, showing his attitude 
clearly with his experience 
with area re-enacting groups. 

“I got into re-enacting in 
the late 1970s, early 1980s, 
when I joined The Toledo 
Muzzle Loaders,” Merle said. 
“We did many rendezvous 
and re-enactments. I made 
most of my own clothing and 
accoutrements. I remember 
when our group set up camp 
inside Greenfield Village. I 
demonstrated cooking veni-
son on a spit over an open 
fire and gave tomahawk and 
knife-throwing demonstra-
tions.” 

Merle’s own property, 
built in 1907, is located 

across from the historical 
society campus. In his reno-
vation of his own home and 
adding a barn and addition, 
he used original wood, win-
dows, cabinets and flooring 
in different ways. The mate-
rials in his home are authen-
tic to not only Waterville, but 
also his property. He used 
the same thought process 
and righteous commitment 
to create The Cobbler Shop’s 
new look.   

“The Cobbler Shop inside 
wood is recycled barn siding 
that came from Antique 
Beams and Boards in Delta, 
Ohio,” Merle noted. “They 
planed the wood a little, and 
cut each board to 6 inches 
wide. I can’t tell you enough 
how great a job they did.” 

Merle constructed hang-
ing electric lights from 
antique shades, and even 
made one out of an old farm 
funnel. The light switch is the 
old push-button style used in 
the early days.   

“I replaced one window 
and sill that was rotted out. I 
found an old window in an 
antique shop, cleaned it up 
and made a new frame for it. 
The other two windows are 
original, he said, 

His knack for using recy-
cled wood, Merle said, he 
learned from his father. 

“When I was abought 10, 
my father would bring home 
huge pallets that glass was 
shipped in. He worked at 
Libbey Owens Ford Glass 
factory on East Broadway in 
Toledo. My job was to take 
off all the iron straps, de-nail 
the boards and stack it. He 
built a pony shed with it, and 
other things. I just love the 
look of rustic pieces that I 
make, with no cost but labor. 
I still collect old wood and 
siding from my neighbor-
hood.” 

To learn how to work 
with wood, Merle read books 
and examined old pictures, 
and practiced with wooden 

joints to understand the feel 
and the process of wood-
working art. The skilled tasks 
and the creative process 
combine for Merle into a 
very special calling. 

“I am in my own little 
world when I grab old wood 
and decide what I am going 
to do with it. It’s my happy 
place,” Merle said, adding 
that The Cobbler Shop proj-
ect has provided him with a 
certain serenity. The work 
has helped him grieve for his 
wife, Lorinda, after her death 
in August of 2021.  

Now, where there once 
was a 10-1/2-by-14-1/2-foot 
storage building, the Water-
ville Historical Society’s 
South River Road campus 
has gained yet another muse-
um. Neatly displayed and 
cataloged inside The 
Cobbler Shop are leather-
working tools, shoe forms, 
a whetstone and a barrel 
that is set to hold an 
antique checker board and 

checkers. There is a spot 
for a small wood-burning 
stove as well.  

The tidy but appealing 
little building already is in 
fact generating interest 
from the visitors to histori-
cal society events. At the 
most recent Haunted 
Waterville program, 30 peo-
ple expressed interest in The 
Cobbler Shop and were 
shown the work and arti-
facts contained in it. 

Merle is committed to 
helping others learn about 
the past.   

“Historic wooden objects, 
and how to make them, is a 
lost art. If I can share with 
others the talents that God 
has bestowed on me, it is my 
duty and my joy (to do so),” 
he said. 

His efforts have added a 
new, artistic dimension to 
the Waterville Historical 
Society, but the whole com-
munity will benefit from his 
vision.

The renovated Cobbler Shop sits behind the Robbins House, 114 S. River Rd. in 
Waterville.                                                                       MIRROR PHOTOS BY KAREN GERHARDINGER



Kingston Residents Reminisce On Past Thanksgivings
BY KRISTI FISH 
MIRROR REPORTER 

Holiday memories are as 
unique as each individual 
they belong to. Whether it’s 
the smell of mincemeat, 
picking out new holiday 
dresses and shoes, the taste 
of a Waldorf salad or even 
an extra-large wheel of 
cheese, the pull of holiday 
traditions is strong. 

At Kingston Residence in 
Perrysburg, it’s important to 
the residents and the staff 
that everyone maintain what 
traditions they can and 
embrace new ones when 
they need to. 

Theresa Ellis, a Kingston 
resident, is the youngest of 
seven kids. Her father died 
when she was a few months 
old, so her mother cared for 
all seven children, baking to 
make ends meet. 

While baked goods were 
a familiar sight throughout 
her entire childhood, she 
remembers it was the holi-
days that called for every 
kind of pie to line the coun-
ters. 

“My favorite thing was 
baking all the pies, getting 
them ready,” Theresa said. 
“My mother had seven chil-
dren, so we had to have a lot 
of pie ... she made pumpkin, 
she made lemon, she made 

apple. When she did all of 
this, I couldn’t tell you, 
because I don’t think the 
woman ever slept. We had a 
big counter in the kitchen 
and when she was done, 
she’d have all these pies 
lined up.” 

The only pie her family 
didn’t have was mincemeat. 
Her family didn’t care for 
that. 

Kingston resident John 
Searle, though, thought hard 
about his childhood Thanks-
giving memories and the 
one that came to mind was, 
of course, the smell of 
mincemeat. 

“I grew up in Shelby, 
down by Mansfield, and our 
church I think at 
Thanksgiving time, the 
women always made home-
made mincemeat. Oh, the 
church smelled like mince-
meat. They did it all in the 
church kitchen and sold it 
by the quart jar,” John said. 

His memories of Thanks-
giving, he said, are typically 
of a coon lodge, where his 
wife, Jan, and her family 
would meet. The weather 
was a big factor in their 
plans for the holiday, too. 

“Some Thanksgivings 
were warm. Some, we had 6 
inches of snow on the 
ground. Sometimes, the 

guys were outside playing 
football in short sleeves, 
sometimes they were bun-
dled up and stayed inside. 
But, oh, it was a big family 
day,” John said. 

Thanksgiving memories 
with his wife and four sons 
are what stick out to John. 
For Kingston resident Carl 
Saylor, it’s the memories 
with his wife, Barb, and four 
daughters that come forth 
when he thinks of 
Thanksgiving. 

“I had a family of four 
daughters and the thing I 
remember about it is mak-
ing sure they all had new 
dresses and were all dressed 
up for Thanksgiving,” Carl 
said. 

Getting dressed up was a 
big deal, he said. His daugh-
ters needed new dresses and 
sometimes hats and coats, 
depending on the weather. 

Everybody used to dress 
up for the holidays, Theresa 
said. She doesn’t remember 
anybody wearing jeans to a 
holiday gathering, and her 
family, she recalled, had 
plenty of holiday gatherings. 

Her family would come 
together at her home, her 
siblings returning from 
wherever they were living, 
and they would say grace 
before the meal, and when 
the meal was over, they’d sit 
together for a while before 
eating their dessert later in 
the day. 

Family, she said, is the 
most important part of any 
holiday. It’s the one thing 
Theresa wants to hold on to. 
Food, though, is still impor-
tant at her holiday gather-
ings, too, and no 
Thanksgiving is complete 
without a Waldorf salad. 

“I make a fantastic 
Waldorf salad,” she said. “I 
found a recipe years and 
years ago in a Better Homes 
and Gardens magazine. My 
recipe is made with whipped 
cream and mayo – 
Hellman’s, not Miracle 
Whip.” 

Also in her recipe are two 
cups of yellow delicious and 
two cups of red delicious 
apples, chopped pecans or 
walnuts and a banana, but 
the banana can’t go in until 
the very end. Marshmallows 
also make an appearance. 

John, on the other hand, 
is partial to pumpkin pie – 
warmed up, with lots of 
whipped cream. He’s always 
loved pumpkin pie, he said. 

“A long time ago, when I 
came back from school 
about Thanksgiving Day, my 
mother had cooked two 
pumpkin pies, and nobody 

was in the kitchen and there 
they were. So, I’m hungry, I 
cut off a big hunk,” John 
recalled. “They were for a 
party, not for us. Too late, 
then!” 

When thinking about 
Thanksgiving food, Carl is 
brought back to his time in 
the Army in Germany in 
1951. To celebrate the holi-
day, the troops he was with 
went to a local orphanage 
and played games and fed 
the local children. It 
reminded him to be grateful 
for everything he had, as 
many of the children would 
often search for scraps of the 
soldiers’ food after meal 
times. 

“We just played games 
with them and fed them and 
had a ball,” Carl said. “We 
enjoyed it because we were 
away from home. It just 
reminded us; they didn’t 
have anything.” 

Now, when thinking 
about Thanksgiving food, 
Carl knows this year, he’s 
getting a turkey dinner from 
his church, Memorial 
United Church of Christ. It’s 
something his church has 

been doing for more than 60 
years, and it’s a tradition he 
doesn’t plan to stop. 

Traditions have to adapt 
over time, the residents at 
Kingston have learned. 
Some residents who used to 
host Thanksgiving are now 
guests in their children’s 
homes for the holidays. 
Other residents have their 
favorite meals brought to 
them instead of going out to 
get them. However, the staff 
at Kingston aims to keep as 
many traditions alive as pos-
sible. 

Activities director 
Amanda Burrow said the 
staff accepts residents’ 
recipes to make sure they 
have their favorite food on 
the table when they can. 

“We also do the full 
Thanksgiving meal. They 
have all the fixings. It’s all 
homemade,” Amanda said. 

As for Theresa, one tradi-
tion is a bit bittersweet to 
leave behind.  

Before it closed in 1972, 
Theresa had worked for 
many years at Tiedtke’s, a 
grocery and department 
store in Toledo. Thanksgiv-
ing meant it was time to 
break out the several thou-
sand-pound wheel of cheese. 
She then spent each holiday 
season selling it off in pieces. 

Customers, she recalled, 
would be lined up out the 
door, and she had to work as 
fast as possible to get each 
piece wrapped and sold 
leading up to Christmas.  

Thanksgiving has been a 
marker for Christmas sales 
at the stores, both then and 
now, but for the residents at 
Kingston, it’s a marker of 
another day to celebrate 
with their family and the 
friends they’ve made at 
Kingston. 

“I’d like to tell everyone 
that everybody at the 
Kingston wishes everybody 
(else) a very, very blessed 
Thanksgiving,” Theresa said.

Kingston residents (from left) Theresa Ellis, John Searle and Carl Saylor sit together 
while they discuss their favorite Thanksgiving memories.            MIRROR PHOTO BY KRISTI FISH   
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Genesis Village Honors Veteran  
Richard Jodway is the Genesis Village Veteran of the 
Month. He enlisted when he was 19 and served in the 
U.S. Air Force for 12 years. Genesis representatives 
are grateful for his service and dedication to our 
country.                                        PHOTO COURTESY OF GENESIS VILLAGE






