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Maumee Pointe Assisted Living & Memory Care has opened its new 69,310-square-foot facility at 1050 Medical Center Pkwy. in Maumee’s new Side Cut Crossings development.     

Maumee Pointe Assisted Living & Memory Care  
Opens Senior Community At Side Cut Crossings

Maumee’s newest neigh-
borhood, Side Cut Crossings 
off the Anthony Wayne Trail, 
is now home to Maumee 
Pointe, an 80-apartment best-
in-class community that deliv-
ers compassionate assisted liv-
ing services and a distinctive 
dementia care program for 
seniors with Alzheimer’s or 
other forms of dementia. 

“We couldn’t be more 
excited to open Maumee 
Pointe’s doors to welcome 
residents to their new home,” 
said Raenae St. Julian, 
regional director of opera-
tions for Meridian Senior 
Living. “This unique option 
for Maumee will enrich the 
lives of our residents, fami-
lies and employees through 

extraordinary experiences.” 
Maumee Pointe’s tailored 

activity programming 
inspires residents to be 
engaged and social, support-
ing their physical and psy-
chological needs. Residents 
have the opportunity to lead 
an active lifestyle with visits 
to the in-house salon and 
spa, therapy services in a 

modern wellness center, cre-
ative art workshops in the 
craft studio and planting 
activities in the greenhouse. 

Constructed by the 
Douglas Company, the 
newly constructed, state-of-
the-art building is designed 
to filter natural sunlight 
into all areas to create a 
homelike and welcoming 

atmosphere throughout the 
community. Beautiful sun-
rooms, lounges, two court-
yards and a fire pit area are 
designed for socialization 
and gatherings. Maumee 
Pointe’s chef prepares culi-
nary delights three times a 
day for serving in the 
restaurant or bistro. 

“I am honored to be a part 

of opening this beautiful 
community. We have built a 
great team of caring and pas-
sionate professionals who 
exhibit selfless dedication to 
our residents and families, 
because everyone deserves a 
great life,” said Heather 
Barnhiser, executive director 
of Maumee Pointe. 

The Maumee Pointe team consists of (from left) front row, Dawna Kosier, business office manager; Ellie Selders, 
memory care director; Heather Barnhiser, executive director; Kim Wood, community relations director; Samantha 
Puehler, life enrichment coordinator; Amanda Naus, RN, wellness director; and back row, Thomas Barnhiser, faci-
lities manager and William Richardson II, dining services director.                                      MIRROR PHOTO BY MIKE McCARTHY

An elegant bistro adjoins the main dining room at 
Maumee Pointe. 

(continued on page 4)



Community Event Showcases Health, Healing And Art 
Ordinary Pioneer Yoga and Healing and Linzi’s Art Shop 

will host a Create Community Art Fest at 6901 Providence 
St., Whitehouse on Saturday, August 6 from 12:30 to 8:00 
p.m.  

The event will feature art, outdoor yoga, healing sessions, 
dance, kids’ crafts, yard games, workshops and more. 
Vendors will share creations from 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.  

 Stay for the Create Community Celebration beginning at 
5:00 p.m. with a dance demonstration, free nutritious meal, 
bonfire, music and fellowship. 

For more information, visit www.ordinarypioneer.com. 

Summer Sessions Of GriefShare Announced 
The Monclova Road Baptist Church GriefShare ministry 

support group has started a new series of weekly meetings 
that will run through the end of August in the community 
room of Building A at the church, 7819 Monclova Rd., 
Monclova. Meetings are held at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesdays. 

The ministry is for those who are grieving the loss of a 
family member or friend. There is no time limit on how long 
ago your loved one may have passed. All are welcome.   

GriefShare is a nondenominational group that features 
biblical teachings on grief and recovery topics. Each week is 
a different topic and participants may join the group at any 
time during the 13-week program. To preregister or for 
more information, call (419) 346-6991. 

Hospice Of Northwest Ohio Seeks Volunteers 
Hospice of Northwest Ohio is building its volunteer team 

in Fulton, Henry, Lucas, Wood and Monroe counties. 
Volunteers have the opportunity to work closely with hos-
pice staff to improve the quality of life for patients and fam-
ilies through a variety of tasks. 

The current need is for volunteers who are willing to visit 
patients in their homes or at nursing homes throughout the 

area. These volunteers provide companionship for patients 
and respite for caregivers. 

Free training is provided. Learn more about the volun-
teer program and apply via the website at 
www.hospicenwo.org. 

Senior Center Leads Caregiver Support Group 
The Maumee Senior Center is now hosting an in-person 

Caregiver Support Group for area community members.  
In Ohio alone, there are approximately 1.5 million family 

caregivers providing care to parents, spouses, partners and 
friends. Research has shown 84 percent of these caregivers 
need more help and information related to caregiving.   

At the Maumee Senior Center, participants of the 
Caregiver Support Group will have the opportunity to invest 
in their own mental and emotional health by sharing their 
caregiving story, connecting with other local caregivers in 
similar situations and receiving support, guidance and 
information.  

The group is open to all levels and types of caregiving 
regardless of diagnosis or disease. Meetings are held at 
Maumee Senior Center, 2430 S. Detroit Ave., Maumee, on 
the last Tuesday of the month at 10:00 a.m. For more infor-
mation or to register for the group, contact outreach coordi-
nator Laree Shroyer at (419) 893-1994.  

For information on all activities at the center, visit 
www.maumeeseniorcenter.com or Facebook.com/maumeese-
niorcenter. 

Hospice Of NWO Offers Community Grief Support 
Hospice of Northwest Ohio is offering in-person 

bereavement groups and private counseling sessions to any-
one in the community who is grieving. A virtual option 
remains for anyone not comfortable attending the in-person 
sessions. Masks are required inside the hospice facilities. 

Current group offerings include: 
Coping With Loss – A twice-monthly interactive support 

group for adults. Participants will learn about grief and have 
the opportunity to express and receive support, develop an 
understanding of one’s loss, learn realistic expectations for 
oneself and discover healthy coping skills. Held on the first 
and third Tuesdays of the month from 4:00 to 5:30 p.m. at 
the Perrysburg center, the second and fourth Tuesdays of 
the month from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Toledo cen-
ter, and the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 
4:00 to 5:30 p.m. at the Michigan office. 

Spousal or Partner Loss – Twice-monthly support group 
for those who have experienced the death of a spouse or 
partner. Participants will learn ways to adapt to this 
lifechanging event, set realistic expectations for oneself, 
learn to take care of oneself, gain support in understanding 
of grief and live with/manage the loneliness after loss. Held 
on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 5:30 to 
7:00 p.m. at the Toledo center and the second and fourth 
Tuesdays of the month from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. at the 
Perrysburg center. 

To assure the best possible group experience, anyone 
interested in attending must first speak to a member of the 
hospice bereavement team by phone to learn about the 
options and determine which group would be the most ben-
eficial. 

All bereavement services are provided free of charge and 
are available to anyone in the community, whether or not 
they have had previous involvement with Hospice of 
Northwest Ohio. All meetings are conducted by licensed 
counselors. 

Contact the Hospice of Northwest Ohio Bereavement 
Department at (419) 661-4001. To learn more about grief 
and loss, visit www.hospicenwo.org. 

Grief Support Meetings Offered In Maumee 
Spring Green Educational Foundation will offer 

A.F.T.E.R. grief support group meetings at 2319 Detroit 
Ave., Maumee from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. on the second and 
fourth Thursdays of the month. 

A.F.T.E.R. will be led by executive director Dawn 
Duhaime, a licensed social worker who lost her only child in 
2019 and is now assisting others through their grief. This 
group meets bi-weekly to support one another in their jour-
ney after losing someone they love and provides tools for 
learning to live a new way of life inside of grief through sup-
port and activities that help lessen the pain and reduce suf-
fering. 

Spring Green Educational Foundation is a nonprofit 
organization that has been serving the community for 20 
years and most recently released its documentary ONE, 
focusing on the opioid crisis. 

 
Readers interested in submitting items to this column 

may do so by sending an email to info@themirrornewspa-
per.com or by sending a typed press release to The Mirror, 
113 W. Wayne St., Maumee, OH 43537. Deadlines are at 
5:00 p.m. on each Thursday prior to the following 
Thursday’s publication. All items will be used solely at the 
editor’s discretion.
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Genesis Village residents created crocheted octopuses for the patients in neonatal 
intensive care at ProMedica Russell J. Ebeid Children’s Hospital. Some studies sug-
gest it provides the babies something to hold onto and prevents them from pulling at 
their cords or hoses. Those who assisted in the project include (from left), Marge 
Conger, Susan Griesinger, Dianna Huskey, Marilyn Naylor, Margaret Shupp and life 
enrichment coordinator Liz Hammett.                                  PHOTOS COURTESY OF GENESIS VILLAGE  

Genesis Village Crochets Comfort For NICU Patients
BY KRISTI FISH 
MIRROR REPORTER 

Residents at Genesis 
Village on Reynolds Road 
dedicated much of their 
time in May to a project 
benefiting premature 
babies at ProMedica 
Russell J. Ebeid Children’s 
Hospital. 

Women in the knitting 
and crochet club created 
octopuses for the tiny 
patients in the neonatal 
intensive care unit (NICU) 
to hold and touch. 

“They put them in the 
incubators with the babies, 
and they soothe them and 
keep them from tugging on 
their hoses and cords,” said 
Genesis Village life enrich-
ment coordinator Liz 
Hammett. 

The group was inspired by 
articles they had seen about 
the small octopuses and dedi-
cated their weekly meetings 
in May to the project. 

For crochet, Hammett 
said, the project is simpler 
than it looks. It starts with 
eight stitches that, with 
time, form the head/body of 
the octopus. Then, it gets 
stuffed before the legs are 
formed. Each soothing sea 

critter is one piece, 
Hammett said.  

There was a learning 
curve, though, for each of 
the residents. 

“We encouraged each 
other to help make each 
one as we went along,” said 
resident Susan Griesinger. 
“We always gave each other 

encouragement to let them 
know they all looked 
good.” 

After finishing up the 
project, more than 100 of 
the comforting creations 
were then donated in June 
to the hospital. 

“Just knowing, all this 
time, we were creating 

these little special guys for 
humans that didn’t even 
exist yet and they’re going 
to be bringing comfort to 
these little babies and the 
families get to take them 
home, too,” Hammett said. 
“It just felt really special, 
and we were really excited 
to do it.” 

The experience was another 
way for the residents to bond 
and enjoy themselves. 
Hammett said they spent the 
time laughing and learning 
from each other while they 
completed the project. 

“We had a lot of fun,” 
said resident Marilyn 
Naylor. “We had a good 

time together and we’re 
learning every day.” 

The experience was so 
rewarding for the residents 
that they plan to do it again 
next year, Hammett said. 
The group was also told by 
hospital staff about other 
helpful items – like blan-
kets, covers and hats – they 
could make. 

Now, though, there are 
other projects on the club’s 
radar. In November, there’s 
a craft fair, so soon each of 
the members will begin 
work on individual items to 
feature at their tables dur-
ing the craft fair.  

“What we’re starting 
now is hats, scarves and 
gloves that we’re going to 
be working on until the fall, 
so we can donate them to 
local homeless shelters and 
some women’s shelters,” 
Hammett said. 

The group has already 
begun the effort, and several 
hats and scarves are almost 
completed. Projects like this 
are a way to support the 
community while keeping 
the women engaged with 
each other and building 
their relationships together, 
said Hammett.

During their weekly meetings, residents crocheted the small octopuses. Some of the 
residents are (from left) top row, Marilyn Naylor and Marge Conger; and bottom row, 
life enrichment coordinator Liz Hammett, Margaret Shupp, Susan Griesinger and 
Dianna Huskey.

The residents took a trip to the hospital where they and some staff members were able to present the gifts to the 
hospital personnel who will distribute the octopuses to the tiny patients. 
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Maumee Pointe Senior Community Provides Compassionate Care
As one of five Meridian 

Senior Living communities in 
Ohio and 44 nationwide, 
Maumee Pointe benefits from 
Meridian’s programming to 
promote socialization and 
whole-body wellness. The 
Montessori Moments in 
Time program is based on a 
Montessori methodology for 
seniors with Alzheimer’s or 
other forms of dementia. 
Consistent with the program 
is the community’s dedica-
tion to nurturing a safe envi-
ronment that promotes dig-
nity for each resident in a 
warm, homelike setting 
where they can thrive. 

“Socialization is a key 
component of our commu-
nity programming. We offer 
an array of programs and 
services that focus on whole-
body wellness – whether it’s 
creating an opportunity to 
socialize and make new 
friendships or participating 
in daily activities designed to 

strengthen your body and 
mind,” Barnhiser said. 

Maumee Pointe is located 
at 1050 Medical Center 
Pkwy., just off the Anthony 
Wayne Trail between 
Monclova Road and Ford 
Street. It is conveniently 
located next to the newly 
opened Toledo Clinic and 
Karmonos Cancer Institute 
as well as the ProMedica 
Emergency and Urgent Care. 

Studio, one- and two-
bedroom apartments are 
available, with 22 apartments 
for memory care and 58 for 
assisted living. The website at 
www.meridiansenior.com 
includes floor plans, activity 
calendars and guides on 
related topics, such as find-
ing affordable care or navi-
gating memory loss. 

A grand opening and rib-
bon-cutting ceremony will 
take place on Wednesday, 
July 27 from 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  

For more information, 
call (567) 318-0357.

(continued from page 1)

The main floor social area offers comfortable seating 
and features a fireplace, a piano, and a television for 
entertaining large or small gatherings.

An inviting courtyard with benches and a fire pit area provides a pleasant outdoor set-
ting for residents of Maumee Pointe.                                     MIRROR PHOTOS BY MIKE McCARTHY

The spacious community dining room overlooks the outdoor courtyard, allowing 
plenty of natural light during mealtimes. 

Comfortable sunrooms with plenty of natural light and furnishings can be found at the 
end of the hallways at Maumee Pointe. 

The Maumee Room provides comfortable plush seating and a large screen for enjoy-
ing movies. 

The single-bedroom apartment features a living room, bedroom, efficiency kitchen 
and a full bathroom. The studio apartment features a bedroom, bathroom and efficiency kitchen.

This formal dining room offers elegance and a distinc-
tive sense of style for residents and their guests to 
enjoy.





Congregate lunch services are back with limited seating 
and limited hours at the Maumee Senior Center, located at 
2430 S. Detroit Ave. 

Fully vaccinated seniors are not required to wear a mask 
at the Maumee Senior Center. Unvaccinated people are 
required to wear a mask. Safety restrictions and MSC activ-
ities/services are subject to change based on current health 
conditions.  

A waiver must be signed upon entering the facility stat-
ing that you understand you are entering the Maumee 
Senior Center and you acknowledge that you may come into 
contact with vaccinated and unvaccinated people utilizing 
the facility. 

Reservations are encouraged for lunch – grab and go or 
dine in – and transportation 24-48 hours in advance. To 
make a lunch reservation, call (419) 893-1994. To schedule 
transportation, call (419) 377-8113. 

You will undergo a daily symptom screening before 
entering the center. If you do not pass, you will be denied 
entry and asked to leave. 

Drinking fountains and coffee stations are closed. Please 
bring your own bottle of water. 

Physical distancing is encouraged at all times. 
Hand-sanitizing stations are located throughout the building. 
Please remember to wash your hands and/or sanitize. 
Not feeling well? Please stay at home and call your physician. 

Meal Menu & Daily Activities 
MONDAY, JULY 25 

Menu: Hamburger gravy or fish patty, carrots, mashed pota-
toes, peaches, bread and milk. 
• Chair Zumba, 9:00 a.m. 
• Virtual SilverSneakers Cardio Tone, 10:00 a.m. 
• Jazzercise Lo, 11:00 a.m. 
• Duplicate Bridge and Hand and Foot, 12:30 p.m. 
• SilverSneakers Classic, 1:00 p.m. 
• Beginner’s Line Dancing, 2:15 p.m. 

TUESDAY, JULY 26 
Menu: Spaghetti with meat sauce or ham and cheese sand-
wich, green beans, pineapple, bread and milk.  
• SilverSneakers Stability, 9:30 a.m.  
• Six-Handed Euchre, 10:00 a.m. 
• SilverSneakers Chair Yoga, 11:00 a.m. 
• Art Class, 12:30 p.m. 
• Senior Singers, 12:30 p.m. 
• Four-Handed Euchre and Phase 10, 12:30 p.m. 
• Cardio Drumming, 3:00 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27 
Menu: Cheese tortellini and peas or meatballs with sauce, 
peas, cinnamon applesauce, bread and milk. 
• Cardio Drumming, 9:00 a.m. 
• Introduction to Line Dancing, 9:00 a.m. 
• Regular Line Dancing, 10:00 a.m. 
• Chair Zumba, 10:00 a.m. 
• Pokeno, 10:30 a.m. 
• SilverSneakers Tai Chi, 11:00 a.m. 
• Jazzercise Lo, 11:00 a.m. 
• Poker, 12:30 p.m. 
• Bingo, 1:00 p.m. 
• Knitting, 1:00 p.m. 
• SilverSneakers Classic, 1:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JULY 28 
Menu: Smoked sausage on bun or chicken, cabbage and 
potatoes, mixed fruit, bread and milk.  
• Chair Zumba, 9:00 a.m. 
• Regular Line Dancing, 9:45 a.m.  
• Virtual SilverSneakers Stretch and Balance, 10:00 a.m. 
• Silver Sneakers Tai Chi, 11:00 a.m. 
• Art Class, 12:30 p.m. 
• Six-Handed Euchre, Duplicate Bridge, Phase 10, 12:30 p.m. 
• Mahjong, 1:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JULY 29 
Menu: Pork chop with mushroom gravy or tuna salad plate, 
corn, pears, bread and milk, birthday cake. 
• Jazzercise, 11:00 a.m. 
• Pinochle and Skip Bo, 12:30 p.m.
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SENIOR CITIZENS’ 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S Genesis Village Announces Summer Entertainment Series 
Genesis Village, 2429 S. Reynolds Rd., Toledo, will 

host a summer party series each Thursday in August at 
6:00 p.m. The series will feature a variety of entertainers, 
including Ben DeLong on August 4, Nissa and Zak on 
August 11, Polynesian Dancers on August 18 and John 
Pickle on August 25. 

For more information, visit www.facebook.com/gene-
sis.village. 

MemoryLane Care Offers Virtual Caregivers Program 
MemoryLane Care Services is offering Caregivers 

Coffee events every week to support families who are 
caring for aging family members and people diagnosed 
with dementia.  

Every week, a new topic related to aging, memory loss 
and caregiving opens for discussion through a conversa-
tion facilitated by an expert MemoryLane Care Services 
team member and/or invited special guest speakers. The 
program is offered virtually on Microsoft Teams every 
Wednesday at 2:00 p.m. for an hour, free of cost. 

Caregivers Coffee is facilitated by Cheryl Conley, a 
licensed social worker and the social services director at 
MemoryLane. The program provides information about 
available services and community resources. It allows 
participants to share their experiences and challenges 
with people who face similar challenges and learn prac-
tical tips in their caregiving journey. To register, please 
contact Cheryl Conley at (419) 720-4940 or email her at 
cconley@memorylanecare.org for more information. 

MemoryLane Care Services, a nonprofit organization 
located in Lucas County, offers an adult day center for 
adults with dementia and memory loss every weekday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. MemoryLane Care Services 
also provides ongoing support, coaching and counseling 
in participants’ and caregivers’ daily needs. The organi-
zation is also advocating for increased services and 
resources for people with dementia and their caregivers.   

 
Readers interested in submitting items to this column 

may do so by sending an e-mail to info@themirrornews-
paper.com.

SENIOR CALENDAR
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Glendale Assisted Living 
is one of the senior living 
communities recently rec-
ognized by U.S. News & 
World Report with “Best” 
status by achieving the 
highest possible rating for 
assisted living communi-
ties.  

U.S. News awards the 
designation of Best Senior 
Living only to those com-
munities that satisfy U.S. 
News’ objective statistical 

assessment of each senior 
living community’s per-
formance from consumer 
satisfaction surveys admin-
istered between March 
2021 and February 2022, 
reflecting the viewpoints of 
more than 200,000 current 
residents and family mem-
bers of residents living in 
thousands of senior living 
communities nationwide.   

Linda Johnson, 
Glendale’s executive direc-

tor, stated, “We are excited 
about winning this presti-
gious award. It’s been a 
long two years and manag-
ing through a pandemic is 
no small feat. Our company 
culture of kindness, listen-
ing and optimism has been 
key.” 

The inaugural U.S. News 
Best Senior Living ratings 
and profiles offer compre-
hensive information and 
exclusive analysis of con-

sumer satisfaction data, 
evaluating such factors as 
community and activity, 
food and dining, caregiv-
ing, and management and 
staff for nearly 2,500 com-
munities in the continental 
U.S. and Hawaii.  

For more than 30 years, 
U.S. News has served the 
American public as an 
unbiased arbiter of quality 
across a variety of impor-
tant choices. Whether pick-

ing a college, selecting a 
hospital or moving to a 
nursing home, consumers 
go to U.S. News to research 
and make consequential life 
decisions. 

“Until now, families 
have had limited informa-
tion when comparing 
providers of independent 
living, assisted living, mem-
ory care or continuing 
care,” said Ben Harder, 
managing editor and chief 

of health analysis at U.S. 
News. “The Best Senior 
Living ratings fill this infor-
mational gap with compre-
hensive and transparent 
data to help older con-
sumers and their families 
identify high-quality senior 
living communities that 
meet their needs and pref-
erences.”   

Glendale Assisted Living 
is located at 5020 Ryan Rd., 
Toledo. 

StoryPoint Waterville Recognized By State 
StoryPoint Waterville 

earned a deficiency-free 
survey from the Ohio 
Department of Health, 
which verifies that the 
community is in compli-
ance with the state of 
Ohio rules and regula-
tions for licensure 
requirements. 

For this title to be 
earned, the community 
must meet state standards 
with zero deficiencies in 
every category. It’s a testa-
ment to the StoryPoint 
community’s commit-
ment to residents and 

means that residents and 
their families can expect 
the highest level of care 
from the community, said 
Belinda DeJonghe, execu-
tive director of StoryPoint 
Waterville. 

“Every day, it’s our 
mission to provide the 
absolute best experience 
for the residents we serve 
in all areas of our commu-
nity,” DeJonghe said. 
“These residents and their 
families deserve the best, 
and that’s exactly what we 
strive to give them.” 

StoryPoint Waterville 

offers independent living, 
enhanced living, assisted 
living and memory care 
services. Unique to 
StoryPoint, enhanced liv-
ing is an “in-between” 
program that includes all 
the benefits of independ-
ent living plus personal-
ized care services for 
those who benefit from 
extra support.  

StoryPoint Waterville 
is located at 1470 Pray 
Blvd in Waterville. To 
learn more about 
StoryPoint, call (419) 878-
1000.

Glendale Assisted Living Recognized By U.S. News & World Report Among 2022 Best In Senior Living
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DeLIGHTS By Debbie Captures Memories With Custom Shadow Boxes 
BY KRISTI FISH 
MIRROR REPORTER 

Debbie Reimond is the 
creative type. She’s been 
crafting since she was a kid 
and has no plans to stop. In 
fact, she’s not sure she 
could stop even if she tried. 

After 40 years of con-
struction and factory work, 
Debbie retired in the spring 
and has spent her retire-
ment enhancing her craft-
ing skills. 

“This is what I want to 
do for the rest of my life,” 
she explained. “I just want 
to create. I retired so I 
could create.” 

Debbie – who creates all 
kinds of art pieces, from 
crocheted blankets and fig-
urine clothes to concrete 
installations and gourmet 
marshmallows – has 
branched out to 3-D, light-
up shadow boxes. 
DeLIGHTS by Debbie are 
personalized pieces for 
people of all ages. 

Debbie saw a version of 
the product on the internet 
and chose to put her own 
spin on it. Changing out 
battery-operated fairy 
lights to USB-powered LED 
lights and adding small 
pops of color to the white 
paper layers. She made 
notes of the feedback she 
received and turned the 

products into pieces that 
could be enjoyed day and 
night. 

“A lot of people said you 
couldn’t tell what it is dur-
ing the day, and I thought I 
could start detailing them 
and make them look good 
during the day and night,” 
Debbie said. 

Sometimes, though, it’s 
hard to find the right bal-
ance. Too little color and 
the piece isn’t visible dur-
ing the day, but too much 

doesn’t allow for the light 
to reflect well at night. 
She’s learned that each 
piece must be created based 
on both the wants and 
needs of the customer. 

A customer tells her 
what design or theme they 
want – silhouettes, sports, 
patriotic, holiday, animals, 
celestial, fantasy, movies 
and more – and then 
Debbie helps them figure 
out what they need. If the 
design will primarily be 

used as a night light for 
kids, more color is appro-
priate as it stays a little 
dimmer at night. If it’s 
meant to be displayed in a 
space typically only seen in 
the evening, less color is 
needed. 

“You name it, I can do 
it,” Debbie said. “I’m 99-
percent sure I can create 
anybody’s dream shadow 
box.” 

Each dream shadow box 
currently costs $50.00 – a 

price Debbie is hopeful to 
maintain considering the 
rise in prices on some of 
her supplies. 

A shadow box consists 
of the box itself, eight lay-
ers of paper, spacers and 
the LED lights, complete 
with remote. That doesn’t 
include her time to design, 
cut, assemble and detail the 
final pieces. 

“They’re all handmade, 
one at a time,” Debbie said. 

The process can be time-
consuming. For some 
pieces, she has designs she 
can rework to create the 
product, but for others she 
has to seek out the best 
ideas and convert the 
imagery or she has to draw 
it herself. 

“I’m really proud of the 
Waterville Bridge one. 
That was really one of the 
first ones I ever made on 
my own and it was very 
difficult to figure out how 
to do that from scratch 
with no help,” Debbie 
said. 

She drew a replica of 
Waterville’s Roche de 
Boeuf bridge as a keepsake 
for those in the area to 
remember it by after it was 
announced the bridge 
would be removed. 

Many of Debbie’s pieces 
are used not just for décor, 

but also as keepsakes and 
ways to remind customers 
of precious memories. 
She’s done silhouettes of 
newlyweds, paw prints and 
names of animals that have 
passed away, and other 
sentimental pieces. 

Photos of additional 
pieces she has created can 
be found on her Facebook 
page, DeLights by Debbie. 
Some of her pieces can also 
be found at Rae Ray’s 
Décor and More in 
Perrysburg or at several 
craft shows across the area. 

“I’m planning on doing 
one show a month to see 
how it goes,” she said. 

Debbie currently has 
plans to be at The Create 
Art Community Fest on 
Saturday, August 6 in 
Whitehouse, the Maumee 
Summer Fair on Saturday, 
April 13 and the Roche de 
Boeuf Festival on Saturday, 
September 24. 

It can be difficult to 
properly showcase her 
light-up creations out-
doors, but it’s a challenge 
she’s ready to take on if it 
means she can continue 
doing what she loves. 

To discuss custom 
pieces, Debbie can also 
be found at delights.deb-
bie@yahoo.com or by 
phone at (419) 343-8516.

Recent retiree Debbie Reimond now spends her time creating and hopefully filling 
others’ homes with her art. She creates custom 3-D, light-up shadow boxes for every 
interest and memory.                                                                     MIRROR PHOTO BY KRISTI FISH


