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The tulips, roses, sun-

flowers and irises lining the 
walls of Mary Willets’ home 
will never wilt. 

Made of paper, tissue and 
cardstock, the Whitehouse 
woman’s colorful interpre-
tations of flowers are sold in 
area shows and online. 

“If people want me to repli-
cate a flower, I ask for the 

name of it and go to a garden-
ing website and look at the 
flower up close,” said Willets, 
who is commissioned to make 
wedding bouquets and center-
pieces and sells arrangements 
at local art shows. 

It’s a full-time passion for 
Willets, who retired last year 
after a dual career.  

For decades, she worked 
as a graphic designer. At age 
50, she became a licensed 
practical nurse, and at 58, a 
registered nurse. Last year, 
during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, she 
decided it was time to retire. 
That’s when she took what 
was a 20-hour-a-week 
hobby and began working 
full time as a paper artist. 

It was while volunteering 
in 2013 to decorate the 
tables at her sons’ senior 
year swim team banquet at 
the University of Michigan 
that she discovered paper 
flowers. 

“I was given a budget of 
$400 to buy fresh flowers,” 
she recalled. Finding quality 
arrangements at that price 
wasn’t easy, so she got 
online and found tutorials 

for making paper flowers. 
The tables were decorated 
with maize and blue flowers 
that were a hit.  

From that point on, she 
began investing in paper – 
tissue, crepe and cardstock – 

with different weights and 
stretchiness.  

Holding up three shades 
of pink paper, she explained 
that she often takes samples 
with her to meet with brides. 

WELCOME TO MEDICARE 
INFORMATIVE  EVENT

Perrysburg Way Public Library, Mtg Rm A - C 

101 East Indiana Avenue, Perrysburg, OH 43551

Join host Ron Myers for his monthly “Welcome to Medicare” educational seminar.  
This event is for those turning 65 in the next 12 months with Medicare questions. 

 
It is critical that you are informed and understand your options! 

Topics include the different Parts of Medicare, how and when to enroll, and the basics of 
Medicare Supplement Plans, Medicare Advantage Plans and Part D Prescription Plans. 

 
This is an Educational Event NOT a Sales Event. No specific carrier or plan  

materials will be presented or sold. There is no cost to attend. 
 

Walk-ins are welcome. RSVP is optional. Individual appointments are available if you prefer. 
Call 419-872-0204 with any questions.  

(Not affiliated with Medicare or any government agency.) 

Citizen Advisory Group 
770 Commerce Dr., Perrysburg, OH 43551 

citizenadvisory.com • 419-872-0204 

Saturday, 
December 11 

 (10 a.m. – 12 p.m.) 

Mary Willets has taken her passion for paper flowers and turned it into a full-time busi-
ness after retiring as a nurse.                                         MIRROR PHOTOS BY KAREN GERHARDINGER

A Retirement In Bloom: Paper Flower Garden By Min
The musical daisies are bestsellers.

Bridal bouquets and table arrangements can be made in 
a variety of colors.
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“Mauve is coming back, 
and so is blush,” she said. 
“I’m working on a wedding 
that has navy, camel and 
hunter green. At bridal 
shows, I say that you can 
have mint-colored roses or 
any flower in any color on 
the planet. That’s the beauty 
of paper.” 

While brides may look at 
a bouquet she’s already 
made and want the same 
one, it’s Willets’ policy to 
make each bouquet unique. 
In addition to flowers for 
the day of the wedding, she 
has also replicated live flo-
ral bouquets to be used as 
keepsakes for brides. 

Her paper creations are 
ideal for memorial services 
or for people who are in the 
hospital but can’t have fresh 
flowers. Many of her cus-
tomers are looking for an 
accent piece to brighten a 
room or a friend’s day. 

The paper room in 
Willets’ home has not only 
paper but also clear vases 
that she fills with flowers of 
her own design, which 
she’ll arrange and sell at 
area shows. Another room 
is lined with shelves that are 
filled with flowers, includ-
ing the ever-popular musi-
cal daisies. In one corner is 
a photo booth with a light 
and a turntable so she can 

record 20-second videos of 
the arrangements. These 
are posted on her Facebook 
page, The Paper Garden by 
Min – the moniker given to 
her by her grandchildren. 

During the pandemic, 
she began making a “carry-
out class” – all the pre-cut 
materials to complete a 
project along with a link to 
an instructional video.  

While the flowers look 
delicate, they are hardy and 
stiff enough that they can 
be cleaned with a Swiffer 
duster and shipped easily, 
she said. That’s crucial for a 
business that involves haul-
ing her work to shows and 
shipping it to customers 
across the country. 

Willets remembers the 
first show she did after 
launching the business. It 
was a juried art show in 
Cleveland in 2016. She 
chose to go farther away in 
order to get honest feed-
back from strangers. 

“It was a disaster. 
Nothing sold and I cried,” 
she said. 

Her next show was at the 
Monclova Community 
Center, and she sold 10 
pieces. At a Columbus art 
show, she watched for 
hours as people looked but 
didn’t buy. In the last hour, 
she sold eight pieces. At a 
recent Anthony Wayne 

Area Arts Commission 
show at The Shops at Fallen 
Timbers, she sold 15 pieces 
in one day and received an 
order for six more.  

“As an artist, you put 
yourself out there,” she 
said. 

While at shows, she 
works hard to have a vari-
ety, but often customers are 
overwhelmed. Pulling an 
arrangement away from the 
others helps provide per-
spective. 

For ideas, Willets looks 
online at work from other 
paper artists. Many in 
China and Russia are into 
paper floral designs, often 
spending hours on just one 
flower. That’s not practical 
for retail sale, especially 
when her work sells for 
$25.00 to $85.00 an 
arrangement. 

“I have been told I could 
sell my work for more, but I 
want to keep it affordable 
so people can enjoy it at 
home or give it for gifts.” 

She also prefers to sell 
for shows that support 
charities. On Friday, 
December 10, she’ll be at 
the McLaren St. Luke’s 
Auxiliary Christmas Bazaar 
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
in the hospital auditorium. 

For information, visit 
Facebook or e-mail paper-
gardenbymin@gmail.com.
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HOOVES Rescue Horses Trot Into Genesis Village 
H.O.O.V.E.S., a nonprofit organization that utilizes rescue horses to empower and heal 
veterans, made a visit to Genesis Village last month. Residents visited with miniature 
horses during the event. Above, Larry and Phil greet the visitors to Genesis Village. 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GENESIS VILLAGE

Carol and Wanda are excited to see the horses and learn about H.O.O.V.E.S.  

1-844-334-8259

Call now to save
on a Rave 2 stair lift! 

Don’t let the stairs
limit your mobility.

Contactless consultations, installations and delivery available!

The Rave 2 stair lift is the ideal 
solution for anyone:

That is worried 

Who wants to access all of
their home

Mary Willets Starts Paper Flower Crafting Business
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Congregate lunch services are back with limited seating 
and limited hours at the Maumee Senior Center, located at 
2430 S. Detroit Ave. 

New procedures are in place to visit the Maumee Senior 
Center. Fully vaccinated seniors will not be required to wear 
a mask at the center. Unvaccinated people are required to 
wear a mask. Safety restrictions and MSC activities/services 
are subject to change based on current health conditions. 
However, facial masks are recommended for everyone. 

A waiver must be signed upon entering the facility stating 
that you understand you are entering the Maumee Senior 
Center and you acknowledge that you may come into con-
tact with vaccinated and unvaccinated people utilizing the 
facility. 

Reservations must be made for lunch – grab and go or 
dine in. To reserve lunch, call (419) 893-1994. 

You will undergo a daily symptom screening before 
entering the center. If you do not pass, you will be denied 
entry and asked to leave. 

Drinking fountains and coffee stations are closed. Please 
bring your own bottle of water. 

Physical distancing is encouraged at all times. 
Hand-sanitizing stations are located throughout the 

building. 
Please remember to wash your hands and/or sanitize. 
Not feeling well? Please stay at home and call your physician. 

Meal Menu & Daily Activities 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 13 

Menu: Sausage and peppers, rice, peas, grapes, bread and milk. 
• Chair Zumba, 9:00 a.m. 
• SilverSneakers with SB, Cardio and Tone, 9:30 a.m. 
• Jazzercise, 11:00 a.m. 
• Duplicate Bridge and Hand and Foot, 12:30 p.m. 
• SilverSneakers Classic, 1:00 p.m. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14 
Menu: Salisbury steak with tomato gravy, mashed potatoes, 
corn, fruit cocktail, bread and milk.  
• Intermediate Line Dancing, 9:00 a.m. 

• SilverSneakers Stability, 9:30 a.m.  
• SilverSneakers Chair Yoga, 11:00 a.m. 
• Six-Handed Euchre, 10:00 a.m. 
• Four-Handed Euchre, 12:30 p.m. 
• Senior Singers Choir Group, 12:30 p.m.  

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
Menu: Spaghetti and meat sauce, green beans, pears, garlic 
toast and milk. 
• Cardio Drumming, 9:00 a.m. 
• Line Dancing, 9:00 a.m. 
• Beginner Line Dancing, 10:00 a.m. 
• Chair Zumba, 10:00 a.m. 
• Pokeno, 10:30 a.m. 
• Tai Chi in the Park, 11:00 a.m. 
• Jazzercise, 11:00 a.m. 
• Poker, 12:30 p.m. 
• Bingo, 1:00 p.m. 
• Hooks, Yarn & Needles Between Friends, 1:00 p.m. 
• SilverSneakers Classic, 1:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16 
Menu: Chicken and rice casserole, lima beans, tropical fruit, 
bread and milk.  
• Chair Zumba, 9:00 a.m. 
• Mahjong, 9:00 a.m. 
• SilverSneakers Stretch and Balance, 9:30 a.m. 
• Line Dancing, 10:15 a.m.  
• Art Classes with Mary Jane Erard, noon 
• Six-Handed Euchre, Duplicate Bridge, 12:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17 
Menu: Split pea soup, pineapple, cornbread and milk. 
• Beginner Line Dancing, 10:15 a.m.  
• Jazzercise, 11:00 a.m. 
• Pinochle and Skip Bo, 12:30 p.m. 

Grab & Go Meal Planned For December 
The Maumee Senior Center Evening Grab and Go Meal 

will take place on Monday, December 20 from 4:00 to 4:30 
p.m. The menu will feature roast turkey, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, stuffing, fruit and milk. Reservations are required 
no later than noon on Wednesday, December 15.  

MSC Boosters will get free holiday gift bags sponsored by 
Grace Family Fellowship and Roth Insurance and have a 
chance to win a $100 or $50.00 gift card. Call (419) 893-1194 
or stop at the front desk to reserve your meal. 

Maumee Senior Center 
Singers Performing Again 

The Maumee Senior 
Center Singers, led by direc-
tor Jim Burns, have present-
ed over 500 performances in 
Northwest Ohio. Love to 
sing? Come to a singers’ 
practice session on Tuesday 
afternoons at 12:30 p.m. at 
the center. Beginners are 
welcome.  

For more information, 
call (419) 893-1994. 

Senior Center Activities 
Scheduled To Return 
Some COVID-19 safety 

precautions have been 
relaxed at the Maumee 
Senior Center.  

What does this mean? 
• All card games return. 
• The MSC library 

reopens for reading, puzzles 
and quiet time. 

• The lower-level fitness 
equipment reopens. Please 
be sure to sanitize equip-
ment before and after use. 

• Only unvaccinated sen-
iors, volunteers and staff 
must wear a mask. 
However, if you prefer to 
wear a mask, please feel free. 

• Reservations are 
required 24-48 hours in 
advance for transportation, 
meals and special events. 

• Reservations are no 
longer required for activi-
ties. However, every person 
entering the building for 
services must sign in and 
out. 

• Periodic cleaning pro-
cedures will continue. 

• Seniors are encouraged to use the hand-sanitation sta-
tions throughout the building. 

• Seniors are encouraged to socially distance and the 
number of people in small rooms will be limited. 

• Seniors who are not feeling well are encouraged to stay 
home. 

Any senior participating in a program/activity/service of 
the Maumee Senior Center must complete the new Services 
Registration Form in order to participate. 

Safety guidelines, as well as activities and operations of 
the Maumee Senior Center, are subject to change based on 
current health conditions. 

The Maumee Senior Center is continuing to offer virtual 
classes to provide more opportunities for homebound sen-
iors. Contact program coordinator Tiffany Payne for more 
information at mscprogramcoordinator@gmail.com or (419) 
893-1994. 

Meals Now Offered For Grab & Go Or Delivery 
Call (419) 893-1994 to reserve. Suggested senior dona-

tion is $2.50. Meals can be picked up curbside between noon 
and 1:00 p.m. Seniors will need to call 24-48 hours in 
advance to reserve their meals. Meals are delivered between 
noon and 3:00 p.m. 

Maumee Senior Center Plans Caregiver Support Group 
The Maumee Senior Center hosts a caregiver support 

group on the third Thursday of every month via Zoom.  
This group is for those who are currently caregivers, 

those who were caregivers or those who know caregivers. It 
is a safe space to share thoughts, feelings, stories and advice 
with other caregivers. 

If you are interested in this virtual group meeting, be sure 
that you are on the MSC Zoom e-mail list to receive the 
most up-to-date links and descriptions of group topics. 

Send an e-mail to mscprogramcoordinator@gmail.com or 
call (419) 893-1994 if you have any questions. 

Senior Center Programs Go Virtual 
The center is offering virtual programs that seniors can 

do from a phone, tablet or computer. Visit 
www.MaumeeSeniorCenter.com for a complete schedule 
and instructions. 

SENIOR CITIZENS’ 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

MemoryLane Care Offers Virtual Caregivers Program 
MemoryLane Care Services is offering Caregivers 

Coffee events every week to support families who are 
caring for aging family members and people diagnosed 
with dementia.  

Every week, a new topic related to aging, memory loss 
and caregiving opens for discussion through a conversa-
tion facilitated by an expert MemoryLane Care Services 
team member and/or invited special guest speakers. The 
program is offered virtually on Microsoft Teams every 
Wednesday at 2:00 p.m. for an hour, free of cost. 

Caregivers Coffee is facilitated by Cheryl Conley, a 
licensed social worker and the social services director at 
MemoryLane. The program provides information about 
available services and community resources. It allows 
participants to share their experiences and challenges 
with people who face similar challenges and learn prac-
tical tips in their caregiving journey. To register, please 
contact Cheryl Conley at (419) 720-4940 or e-mail her at 
cconley@memorylanecare.org for more information. 

MemoryLane Care Services, a nonprofit organization 
located in Lucas County, offers an adult day center for 
adults with dementia and memory loss every weekday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. MemoryLane Care Services 
also provides ongoing support, coaching and counseling 
in participants’ and caregivers’ daily needs. The organi-
zation is also advocating for increased services and 
resources for people with dementia and their caregivers.   

Monclova Community Center Hosts Card Games 
Love to play bid euchre and other card games? Senior 

citizens are welcome to drop in to the Monclova 
Community Center every Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. for 
cards and socialization.   

Make a team with your favorite game or join in on 
euchre. The center is located at 8115 Monclova Rd. For 
more information, contact executive director Jennifer 
Reinhart at (419) 861-1336. 

 
Readers interested in submitting items to this column 

may do so by sending an e-mail to info@themirrornews-
paper.com or by sending a typed press release to The 
Mirror, 113 W. Wayne St., Maumee, Ohio 43537. 
Deadlines are at 5:00 p.m. on each Thursday prior to the 
following Thursday’s publication. All items will be used 
solely at the editor’s discretion.
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