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The Maumee Senior Center will host a health fair outside on Friday, September 10 with 
free health screenings. Over 30 vendors will also be on hand with information. Line 
dancing and SilverSneakers demonstrations will take place throughout the event. A 
free lunch is also offered while supplies last. Parking is available at Parkway Plaza 
with free shuttle service to the Maumee Senior Center.               MIRROR PHOTO BY NANCY GAGNET 

Maumee Senior Center Features Vendors And Screenings 
At Free Outdoor Health Fair On Friday, September 10

BY NANCY GAGNET 
MIRROR REPORTER 

The Maumee Senior Center will host 
an outdoor health fair set to take place in 
the parking lot on Friday, September 10 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

Approximately 30 vendors will be on 
hand with information and giveaways. 
The businesses vary to provide a wide 
array of information, with everything 
from insurance to in-home care to men-
tal health services, said Tiffany Payne, 
program coordinator.  

“The vendors are very happy to be 
involved again this year to talk to local 
seniors, and we are holding the event 
outside to keep everyone as safe as possi-
ble,” she said. 

In addition to vendors, several organi-
zations will be on hand that feature valu-
able community service resources, she 
said. 

“There are important resources for 
individuals and families that a lot of 
people may not know about,” Payne 
said. 

Free health screenings for blood pres-

sure, hearing and vision will also be 
offered. 

Line dancing demonstrations featur-
ing Michael Gurtzweiler and Silver-
Sneakers classic class demonstrations 
with Angie Mourton will take place 
throughout the event.  

Free lunch will be served inside the 
senior center while supplies last. There 
will also be a grand prize drawing for 
$500 cash. 

The event is free and open to the pub-
lic. The outdoor health fair will take place 
rain or shine. 

Parking is available at Parkway Plaza 
located one block west of the Maumee 
Senior Center. Free shuttle service will be 
provided from the parking lot. 

The Maumee Senior Center is located 
at 2430 S. Detroit Ave. 

For information, please call the 
Maumee Senior Center at (419) 893-
1994. 

H 
The Maumee Senior Center health fair 

will take place on Friday, September 10 
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

FREE HEALTH &  
WELLNESS FAIR

Friday, September 10 
9:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Free Health Screenings Including: 
Blood Pressure, Hearing 

 and Vision Screenings, and  
Valuable Community Service Resources.

FREE  DELICIOUS MEAL

MAUMEE SENIOR CENTER   
2430 S. Detroit Ave., Maumee, OH 43537  •  419-893-1994  

www.maumeeseniorcenter.com

Thank You to Our Sponsors: 

Maison-Dardenne Walker Funeral Home,  
Kingston of Perrysburg  
Aetna Better Health of Ohio 

Paramount Insurance

Chance to Win Grand Prize – $500 Cash!

*Meals served while  supplies last.



Leona gets ready to blow out the candles at her 90th 
birthday celebration last month.  

PHOTO COURTESY OF BONNIE MASON 

Leona Bahler (seated) celebrated her 90th birthday last month with her husband Henry and family members, (from 
left) granddaughter Monica and Phil Koch, daughter Bonnie and Grant Mason, Kayla Petersen and Derek Mason. 
The handwritten 17-foot-long scroll containing over 2,000 names is a family tree for Leona’s Oberhaus ancestors 
dated back to 1638.                                                                                                        MIRROR PHOTO BY KAREN GERHARDINGER

Couple Shares Venture Of Genealogical Research
BY KAREN  

GERHARDINGER 
MIRROR REPORTER 

Before Ancestry.com was 
a household name, family 
histories were kept in Bibles 
and records were collected 
in libraries, churches and 
cemetery offices. 

When Henry and Leona 
Bahler caught the genealogy 

bug in the 1980s, the venture 
took them to county court-
houses, microfiche collec-
tions and even Germany in 
search of their families’ his-
tories. The result is impres-
sive. 

The two traced the Bahler 
family back to 1696 – nearly 
200 years before Henry’s 
grandfather emigrated to 

Bucyrus. Leona’s Oberhaus 
family roots are detailed 
back to 1638 on a 17-foot-
long scroll on which she 
painstakingly printed the 
names and branches of each 
family member for 383 
years. 

Her grandfather, Johann 
Heinrich Oberhaus, came to 
America in 1845 at the age of 

3 from Bunde, Germany, 
west of Hannover.  His fam-
ily settled in Henry County. 
He was a carpenter, and 
eventually was the contrac-
tor for St Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Napoleon 
Township, the church Leona 
attended. 

On August 15, during a 
gathering at Farnsworth 
Metropark to celebrate 
Leona’s 90th birthday, their 
daughter Bonnie Mason and 
her family unrolled the 
Oberhaus family tree. 

“How did she have the 
patience to do all that? It 
would drive me nuts,” 
Henry said, looking at the 
neat, tiny handwriting that 
Leona used for the Oberhaus 
genealogy. She also hand-
wrote a similar family tree 
for the Bahler family. The 
search results and family 
trees are also neatly recorded 
into books. 

Sharing a love of genealo-
gy was something the couple 
discovered after their chil-
dren were grown and out of 
the house, and it started with 
a Bible that Henry’s grandfa-
ther had brought from 
Germany in 1854. From the 
information inside the book, 
the couple went to Fort 
Wayne, Ind., to look 
through microfiche – where 
they found even more 
details.  

“That sets you off. It gets 
in your blood,” Henry said 
of the research. From there, 
Henry and Leona went to 
the county courthouse, and a 
cemetery in Deshler and 
more in Henry County, 
where they searched grave-
stones by flashlight.  

“I found that my grandfa-
ther had two kids who died 
as babies, and I didn’t know 
that,” Henry said. His grand-
father settled in Bucyrus 
because it wasn’t as swampy 
as other areas of Northwest 
Ohio. Eventually, George 
Bahler moved to Napoleon 
and became a grocery clerk, 

buying an 80-acre farm in 
Elery. Henry’s dad Henry P. 
Bahler purchased an 80-acre 
farm in Freedom Township 
as a young man. 

Once finished with the 
Bahler family, Leona tackled 
the Oberhaus family, look-
ing in church records and 
questioning family members 
who gathered for yearly 
reunions in tiny Elery and 
then Wauseon for more than 
100 years. Her cousins, Ed 
Oberhaus and Henry 
Zumfelde, and her niece 
Betty (Michaelis) Middleton 
and family also did a lot of 
this research. Leona learned 
that her grandparents also 
lost a baby, after finding 
records in the Flat Rock 
Church. 

Their forays into genealo-
gy took Henry and Leona to 
Germany, where they forged 
connections with family 
members with whom they 
are still in touch today.  

While looking back on 
their families’ histories, 
Leona and Henry also 
shared stories of their own 
youth. 

Leona grew up in Liberty 
Center and didn’t speak a 
word of English when she 
entered first grade. She recalls 
her teacher telling the class, 
“Leona doesn’t know how to 
speak English, so please help 
her.” And they did. 

The second-youngest of 
nine children, Leona had 
three brothers who served in 
World War II. Her brother 
Alfred enlisted in the Navy 
while Karl and Alvin were 
drafted into the Army. 
While in Europe, Karl was 
injured in a truck accident as 
his unit was heading to the 
front lines. As he was recu-
perating in the hospital, Karl 
learned that his peers were 
all killed during battle.  

It was Karl who rescued 
Leona as she slid off into a 
snowy ditch one day while 
making the 40-minute drive 
to Ottawa, Ohio, to her job 

assembling picture tubes for 
Sylvania Electric. Later, she 
worked for Toledo Home 
Federal and Peoples Savings 
Bank as a teller and auditor. 

“I made sure they weren’t 
embezzling,” she laughed.  

Like Leona, Henry didn’t 
know English when he started 
school at Ridgeville Corners. 
After graduation, he worked 
briefly on the family farm 
before joining the Army. He 
learned Morse Code and was 
part of a communications 
company while serving in 
the U.S. and Korea from 
1950 to 1952.  

When he was back in 
town, Henry and another 
Army friend from Holgate, 
Larry Eggler, were in down-
town Napoleon at store that 
had a bar and ice cream 
shop. 

“It was a get-together 
store,” Leona said. 

Leona was having ice 
cream that day with her 
friend, Alma Dulle. Larry 
wanted to meet these “two 
chicks,” so they ambled over 
to their booth. 

“She (Leona) was eating a 
banana split and I was drink-
ing a bottle of beer,” Henry 
said. 

“He wanted to go to a 
drive-in, but I said, ‘no 
way,’” she recalled. 

The two were married in 
1954. 

Henry took a job in a fac-
tory, but when that folded, 
he became self-employed, 
eventually caring for dozens 
of rental homes. While rais-
ing Bonnie and Jerry, who 
passed away in 2020, the 
couple continued to nurture 
their love of German her-
itage, being members of the 
Bavarian Sports Club and 
the Greater Beneficial 
Union, and dancing at the 
Turners Club in Oak Shade 
Grove. Henry still owns 
accordions and plays occa-
sionally. 

“It’s very soothing,” 
Leona said. 
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If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to get back on 
track. Call Physicians Mutual Insurance Company now 
for inexpensive dental insurance. Get help paying for the 
dental care you need. Don’t wait.

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one 
insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; 
call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: 
P150TN). Rider kinds: B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

Getting back to the dentist couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-855-508-9763

Dental50Plus.com/mirror

Get your

FREE
Information Kit

WELCOME TO MEDICARE 
INFORMATIVE  EVENT

Perrysburg Way Public Library, Mtg Rm A - C 

101 East Indiana Avenue, Perrysburg, OH 43551

Join host Ron Myers for his monthly “Welcome to Medicare” educational seminar.  
This event is for those turning 65 soon with Medicare questions. 

 
It is critical that you are informed and understand your options! 

Topics include the different Parts of Medicare, how and when to enroll, and the basics of 
Medicare Supplement Plans, Medicare Advantage Plans and Part D Prescription Plans. 

 
This is an Educational Event NOT a Sales Event. No specific carrier or plan  

materials will be presented or sold. There is no cost to attend. 
 

Walk-ins are welcome. RSVP is optional. Individual appointments are available if you prefer. 
Call 419-872-0204 with any questions.  

(Not affiliated with Medicare or any government agency.) 

Citizen Advisory Group 
770 Commerce Dr., Perrysburg, OH 43551 

citizenadvisory.com • 419-872-0204 

Wednesday, 
September 22 
 (5:30 – 7:30pm) 

Looking For An Honest, Reliable Local News Source?

Subscribe Today! (419) 893-8135 • www.themirrornewspaper.com

Get your local news  
delivered to your mailbox 

every Thursday for just  

       77¢
  

per  
week!

Winston, a certified comfort dog, brings smiles and laughs to Genesis Village residents 
(from left) Dot Young, Rose Woodruff and Ronnie Park. Winston has become a regular vis-
itor to the senior independent living facility, which is located on Reynolds Road in Toledo. 

MIRROR PHOTO BY NANCY GAGNET

Lovable Dog Brings Comfort To Local Seniors
BY NANCY GAGNET 

MIRROR REPORTER 
An 82-pound golden-

doodle named Winston is 
bringing a lot of smiles to 
residents at Genesis Village. 

The lovable pooch, a cer-
tified comfort dog, makes 
weekly visits to the senior 
living facility, where he 
snuggles with the residents 
or sits patiently while enjoy-
ing a scratch on the head. 

“He’s a fabulous dog,” 
said resident Ronnie Park. 
Her friend and fellow resi-
dent Rose Woodruff agreed. 

“He is great,” she said. 
Owner Julie Kosier 

brings Winston for visits at 
least once a week. 

“One of the residents told 
me that all they have to give 
now is love, and you know, 
that’s really what the world 

needs more of – we love 
coming here and Winston 
really loves the people here,” 
she said.   

Winston was a Christmas 
gift to Julie in 2019. 

“He’s been a real treasure 
to our family,” she said.  

Julie’s motivation to have 
Winston trained as a certi-
fied therapy dog was her 
experience with her aging 
parents. 

“I am so grateful that he 
could be with my parents. 
He lights up when he sees 
my mom. He has brought a 
lot of comfort to our fami-
ly,” she said.  

Winston began working 
with dog trainer Terry 
Hamlin in January 2020 and 
it took approximately six 
months to receive a good 
citizenship certificate 

through the American 
Kennel Club, which tests 
temperament and ensures 
Winston is obedient and 
well-mannered for commu-
nity visits. 

Michelle Oedy, the direc-
tor of marketing and busi-
ness development for 
Genesis Village, said that 
Winston lends a boost to the 
mental and emotional 
health of the residents. 

“I know that the people 
here love seeing him – it’s 
wonderful, it makes a 
huge difference,” Oedy 
said. “Anyone who sees 
him lights up – he brings 
that joy and we are so 
happy to be able to offer 
that here. I don’t think 
people realize how much 
of an impact this can have 
for seniors.”
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The Maumee Senior Center, located at 2430 S. Detroit 
Ave., has reopened its doors. Congregate lunch services are 
back with limited seating and limited hours. 

New procedures are in place to visit the Maumee Senior 
Center. Please complete the two-sided form included with 
the member newsletter before entering the facility. No one 
will be permitted to enter without a completed form. To 
reserve lunch, call (419) 893-1994. 

A waiver must be signed upon entering the facility, stat-
ing that you understand you are entering the Maumee 
Senior Center, which is following strict safety guidelines to 
fight the spread of COVID-19 and other diseases, and you 
acknowledge that you may come into contact with vaccinat-
ed and unvaccinated people utilizing the facility. 

Facial masks are required for everyone currently. 
Please wait in your vehicle until your appointment time. 
Do not arrive more than 10 minutes before your appointment. 
You will undergo a daily symptom screening before 

entering the center. If you do not pass, you will be denied 
entry and asked to leave. 

Gradually, activities will be added to the Maumee Senior 
Center schedule. Stay tuned for a tentative class schedule in 
the upcoming weeks. 

Drinking fountains and coffee stations are closed. Please 
bring your own bottle of water. 

No change available. Lunch donations are encouraged, 
but please bring the correct change. There will be no han-
dling of cash lunch donations. 

Physical distancing is encouraged at all times. 
Hand-sanitizing stations are located throughout the 

building. 
Please remember to wash your hands and/or sanitize. 
Not feeling well? Please stay at home and call your physician. 

Meal Menu & Daily Activities 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 

Menu: Chicken paprikas, Brussels sprouts, grapes, bread 
and milk. 
• Chair Zumba, 9:00 a.m. 

• SilverSneakers with SB, Cardio and Tone, 9:30 a.m. 
• Duplicate Bridge and Hand and Foot, 12:30 p.m. 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
Menu: Taco boat with lettuce, tomato and cheese, black 
beans, pears and milk. 
• Beginner Line Dancing with Claudette Davis, 9:00 a.m. 
• Six Handed Euchre, 10:00 a.m. 
• Four Handed Euchre, 12:30 p.m. 
• Phase 10, 12:30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 
Menu: Teriyaki chicken, oriental vegetables, peaches, bread 
and milk. 
• Cardio Drumming, 9:00 a.m. 
• Regular Line Dancing, 9:00 a.m. 
• Zumba Lite, 10:00 a.m. 
• Pokeno, 10:30 a.m. 
• Knitting and Crocheting Club, noon 
• Poker, 12:30 p.m. 
• Bingo, 1:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
Menu: Smoked sausage, sauerkraut, applesauce, bread and milk. 
• Mahjong, 9:00 a.m. 
• SilverSneakers with SB, Stretch and Balance, 9:30 a.m. 
• Beginner’s Line Dancing, 10:15 a.m.  
• Art Club, noon 
• Phase 10, Six Handed Euchre, Duplicate Bridge, 12:30 p.m. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
Menu: Meatloaf, corn, tropical fruit, bread and milk. 
• Beginner’s Line Dancing, 10:15 a.m.  
• Pinochle and Skip Bo, 12:30 p.m. 

Senior Center Activities Scheduled To Return 
Some COVID-19 safety precautions have been relaxed at 

the Maumee Senior Center.  
What does this mean? 
• All card games return. 
• The MSC library reopens for reading, puzzles and quiet 

time. 
• The lower-level fitness equipment reopens. Please be 

sure to sanitize equipment before and after use. 
• Only unvaccinated seniors, volunteers and staff must 

wear a mask. However, if you prefer to wear a mask, please 
feel free.

SENIOR CITIZENS’ 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S Enjoy All That Jazz At Maumee Senior Center 
Listen to the smooth sounds of Gene Parker’s jazz 

music and enjoy some traditional French cuisine at “All 
That Jazz at the Maumee Senior Center” on Friday, 
October 1. 

Gene Parker, who is a Maumee native, will join fellow 
musicians to present the concert of jazz standards from 
the past 60 years. 

Doors open at 5:00 p.m. at the Maumee Senior 
Center, 2430 S. Detroit Ave. Maumee Senior Center 
board member Ardis Dardenne will prepare a meal 
of French cuisine featuring supremes de volaille au 
vin blanc (chicken cooked in white wine), seafood 
chowder and French sweets. Wine and Irish coffee 
will be available for a donation. Dinner will be served 
at 6:00 p.m.  

Tickets to attend this event are on sale at the 
Maumee Senior Center for $25.00 per person. The 
event is open to the community, but seating is limited. 

To purchase tickets or for more information, stop by 
the Maumee Senior Center, 2430 S. Detroit Ave., call (419) 
893-1994 or e-mail maumeeseniorcenter@gmail.com. 

Monclova Community Center Hosts Card Games 
Love to play bid euchre and other card games? Senior 

citizens are welcome to drop in to the Monclova 
Community Center every Tuesday at 11:30 a.m. for 
cards and socialization.   

Make a team with your favorite game or join in on 
euchre. The center is located at 8115 Monclova Rd. For 
more information, contact executive director Jennifer 
Reinhart at (419) 861-1336. 

 

Readers interested in submitting items to this column 
may do so by sending an e-mail to info@themirrornews-
paper.com or by sending a typed press release to The 
Mirror, 113 W. Wayne St., Maumee, Ohio 43537. 
Deadlines are at 5:00 p.m. on each Thursday prior to the 
following Thursday’s publication. All items will be used 
solely at the editor’s discretion.

SENIOR CALENDAR


