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Monclova Resident Who Turned 99 Enjoys Music And Loved Traveling With Family
BY NANCY GAGNET 

MIRROR REPORTER 

Throughout her lifetime, 

Bertha “Marie” Tedrow has 

enjoyed large gatherings with 

her family, traveling across 

the country, performing in 

singing groups, trips to the 

bowling alley and Saturday 

evening board games. 

The Lakes of Monclova 

resident planned to celebrate 

her 99th birthday on August 

19. Her daughter, Marie 

Roche of Monclova 

Township, wanted to make 

the day very special for her. 

“COVID has been diffi-

cult,” Marie said. “I miss see-

ing my mom, as I was going 

to visit her every day.” 

The elder Marie grew up in 

East Toledo, where her father 

owned and operated Patchen 

Electric Company. Her par-

ents, Purley and Nellie 

Patchen, raised Marie and her 

five siblings, Ruth, Ken, 

Ralph, LaVern and Vernon, 

in their Oregon home.  

Marie worked as a book-

keeper for her father’s busi-

ness, where she remained 

actively involved through her 

early 80s. The family busi-

ness is still operating under 

the name Dad Patchen 

Electric. 

“She was a real go-getter,” 

the younger Marie said. 

In 1940, she married 

Spurgeon Tedrow and 

together they raised three 

children in their South 

Toledo home. In addition to 

Marie (Art) Roche, they 

raised the late Judy (Robert) 

Hoffman and Spurgeon (Jan) 

Tedrow.  

Mom Marie remained in 

her home following the pass-

ing of her husband until 

2000, and then she moved to 

Monclova Township. She 

later she moved to the Lakes 

of Monclova.  

As a young adult, she and 

Spurgeon were very musically 

inclined, daughter Marie said. 

In 1947, she joined a singing 

trio with her brother Vernon 

and Spurgeon, performing 

live on the radio station 

WTRT-FM, Toledo’s first FM 

station, which was affiliated 

with WTOD. The trio sang 

on the station for three years 

and Marie and Spurgeon also 

performed with the Toledo 

Choral Society and at local 

hospitals and nursing homes. 

“Spurg” also played multiple 

instruments. 

“To this day, my mom 

has a beautiful voice,” Marie 

said. “Her kids and grand-

kids have followed them 

musically, so it’s interesting 

to see how the musical gene 

continues.” 

Family vacations took 

place every summer and 

their journeys included trav-

el to all 50 states and several 

scenic spots in Canada. The 

couple also made trips to 

National Parks and spent 

time visiting with family and 

friends in southern 

California.  

“Traveling extensively 

gave them life,” Marie said. 

“Living through the Great 

Depression made for strong 

and thrifty individuals. Large 

purchases and cross-country 

family visits were paid for by 

making weekly deposits into 

a savings account before-

hand.” 

Both parents also loved 

bowling and took part in dif-

ferent leagues at Southwyck 

Lanes beginning in the late 

1970s. 

“Mom continued to bowl 

until 2013, at the age of 92,” 

Marie said.   

Marie is a lifelong mem-

ber of the Toledo Church of 

God, where she and her hus-

band were very active and 

involved. The couple also 

loved spending time with 

family, especially on Saturday 

evenings.  

“Our parents’ home was 

always open to friends and 

family with many a meal 

shared through the years. She 

loved to have family gather-

ings and a table game was 

usually a part of this gather-

ing,” Marie recalled.   

In addition to her chil-

dren, Marie has eight grand-

children, 17 great-grandchil-

dren and nine great-great-

grandchildren.

In 1947, Marie (center) was in a singing trio with her brother, Vernon Patchen (left) and 
husband, Spurgeon Tedrow. They performed live on the radio station WTRT-FM, 
Toledo’s first FM station, which was affiliated with WTOD-AM. 

Marie Tedrow celebrated her 99th birthday on August 19. 
MIRROR PHOTOS COURTESY OF MARIE ROCHE
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Ernie’s Angels Hosts Parade Through AW-Area Nursing Homes
Ernie Colon didn’t own 

any classic cars, but the life-

long Fulton County resident 

loved working the crowd and 

looking at the vehicles 

parked in downtown 

Wauseon during the month-

ly Super Cruise nights. 

“He knew everyone in 

Wauseon. He was very 

social,” said his daughter, 

Babs Marshall. 

After he was diagnosed 

with Alzheimer’s disease in 

2011, Ernie slowly deteriorat-

ed, spending two years in a 

nursing home before passing 

away in September 2018. 

As he struggled to remem-

ber, Babs and her family 

started Ernie’s Angels, a non-

profit that organizes 

fundraisers for the 

Alzheimer’s Association of 

Northwest Ohio, netting 

over $9,000 for the organiza-

tion. 

“It’s such a horrible dis-

ease and having witnessed its 

affects firsthand, we felt com-

pelled to do all that we could 

to help raise funds to find a 

cure,” said Babs, a 

Whitehouse resident and 

classic car aficionado. “Five 

years later, we are still raising 

funds. All of our money goes 

to the Alzheimer’s 

Association of Northwest 

Ohio, so it stays in the area. 

The organization is so help-

ful to families struggling with 

a loved one consumed with 

the disease. I don’t know 

what our family would have 

done without them.” 

This year, with challenges 

on keeping people socially 

distanced, Ernie’s Angels is 

hosting a classic car/truck/ 

motorcycle parade that will 

wind through Whitehouse, 

Waterville and Monclova 

Township before ending at 

The Bunker Bar. 

Starting at 10:00 a.m. on 

Saturday, August 22, vehicles 

will leave the soccer fields on 

Providence Street in 

Whitehouse and drive 

through the parking lots of 

four area senior communi-

ties:  

• Blue Creek, 11239 

Waterville St., Whitehouse.  
• Story Point, 1470 Pray 

Blvd., Waterville.  
• Heritage Village, 555 

Anthony Wayne Trail, 

Waterville. 
• Otterbein, 5069 Otterbein 

Way, Monclova. 

The route will end at The 

Bunker Bar, 1950 S. Eber 

Rd., just north of Airport 

Highway, for a raffle. 

“I got nothing but excite-

ment from those I contact-

ed,” Babs said of the partici-

pating facilities. “Our hope is 

that people will park some-

where along the route and 

watch us drive by. Owners of 

classic cars love showing off 

their rides, and what a better 

way than a car parade to do 

that?” 

Anyone with a classic vehi-

cle can still join in by contact-

ing Babs at (419) 280-4080 or 

e-mail kickalzazz@gmail.com, 

or arrive with a vehicle on the 

morning of the event. 

For information on the 

route, visit Ernie’s Angels on 

Facebook.

Babs Marshall, of Whitehouse, poses with her 1970 
Oldsmobile Cutlass, one of the classic vehicles that will 
be in the Saturday, August 22 Ernie’s Angels parade to 
benefit the Alzheimer’s Association of Northwest Ohio.        

PHOTO COURTESY OF BABS MARSHALL

ODA Launches Free Check-In Service For Seniors 
The Ohio Department of 

Aging (ODA) recently 

announced a free, daily 

check-in by phone service for 

Ohio’s older residents to 

ensure their well-being amid 

the ongoing coronavirus 

(COVID-19) public health 

emergency and beyond.  

The “Staying Connected” 

service is open to Ohio resi-

dents age 60 or older who 

have a valid phone number. 

Those living alone in the 

community are encouraged 

to consider enrolling. 

“During a time when 

physical distancing has 

become necessary, we must 

create ways to maintain 

social connectedness,” said 

ODA Director Ursel 

McElroy. “The impact of iso-

lation has been linked to 

higher risks for serious phys-

ical and mental conditions, 

so I am pleased we can pro-

vide these check-ins at a crit-

ical time.” 

“Especially during this 

very challenging time, we 

encourage older Ohioans to 

sign up for the Ohio 

Department of Aging’s 

Staying Connected phone 

program. This program will 

help reduce isolation and 

support the health and well-

being of older adults in our 

state,” said Robert Cornwell, 

executive director of the 

Buckeye State Sheriff’s 

Association. 

The automated service, 

which is available 7:00 a.m. 

to 6:00 p.m. seven days a 

week, contacts participants 

each day within a one-hour 

window selected by them 

during sign-up. After con-

firming the caller is OK, the 

service offers to connect the 

participant with the local 

Area Agency on Aging for 

information about services 

or assistance. 

If a participant does not 

answer after three attempts, 

a call is placed to an alter-

nate contact, if one is on 

file. After multiple failed 

attempts to reach the par-

ticipant and the alternate 

contact, a call is placed to 

the non-emergency services 

line of the local sheriff’s 

office. 

Eligible Ohio residents 

can learn more or sign up by 

visiting www.aging.ohio.gov/ 
stayingconnected or calling 

(833) ODA-CHAT. 

For more information on 

Ohio’s response to COVID-

19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov 
or call (833) 4-ASK-ODH.

HEALTH CARE 
CALENDAR

GriefShare Virtual Meetings Announced 

The Monclova Road Baptist Church GriefShare ministry sup-

port group will start a new series of weekly meetings online begin-

ning on Monday, September 14 at 8:00 p.m.  

The ministry is for those who are grieving the loss of a family 

member or friend. There is no time limit on how long ago your 

loved one may have passed. All are welcome.  

GriefShare is a nondenominational group that features biblical 

teaching on grief and recovery topics. Each week is a different topic 

and anyone may join the group at any time during the 13-week 

program. To preregister or for more information, call (419) 346-

6991. 

Hospice Offers Help For Healthcare Directives 

Hospice of Northwest Ohio provides free, guided conversa-

tions by trained facilitators to assist in the completion of advance 

healthcare directives. Through a series of questions, these conver-

sations consider cultural, spiritual and religious beliefs in complet-

ing written advance directives including Living Wills and selecting 

a health care power of attorney. 

All adults, whether healthy or coping with a serious illness, 

should think about, discuss and document their healthcare wishes. 

It is important to make wishes known upfront about any future 

medical treatment, in the event a person cannot express them them-

selves. These conversations have never been so important and at the 

forefront of everyone’s mind as during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Hospice of Northwest Ohio offers this service free of charge, to 

anyone in the community. Advance Care Plans are legal docu-

ments that can be created without the assistance of a lawyer. 

Healthcare decision conversations can be done in-person, or via 

phone or video chat. Set up an appointment by calling (419) 931-

5423 or e-mailing acp@sinceracare.org. 
Learn more about advance directives at www.hospicenwo 

.org/patient-care/advance-care-planning. 

COVID-19 Hotline Answered By Area Nurses  

Mercy Health and ProMedica are operating Nurse COVID-19 

hotlines to answer medical questions related to the virus from 7:00 

a.m. to 7:00 p.m. Monday through Friday, in cooperation with the 

Northwest Ohio Healthcare Emergency Management Coalition 

and the Lucas County Emergency Operations Center. 

The hotline phone numbers are (419) 251-4000 (English only) 

and (419) 291-5355 (multilingual). After-hours and weekend callers 

may leave a message, and their calls will be returned on the next 

business day. 

The Ohio Department of Health also operates a COVID-19 

hotline. That number is (833) 4-ASK-ODH. 

Hospice Offers Virtual Support/Online Resources  

Due to the COVID-19 emergency, Hospice of Northwest Ohio 

is now offering the following virtual and online resources free and 

open to anyone in the community. 
Bereavement Services – Virtual bereavement groups and pri-

vate counseling sessions are available to anyone in the community 

who is grieving the loss of a loved one.  

Contact the hospice bereavement team at (419) 661-4001 to 

schedule a time for a virtual assessment, which will help determine 

which group would be most beneficial to you. This will be a time 

for you to share your story and hear about the bereavement serv-

ices available at this time. 

Caregiver Video Support Series – An educational, easy-to-

access series for caregivers who aren’t able to follow a schedule or 

leave home. Each video is less than 10 minutes and is appropriate 

for professional and family caregivers.  

Topics include Stress Management, Advance Care Planning, 

Busting the Myths of Hospice and Opioids for Shortness of 

Breath. Request additional topics by e-mailing schambers@hospi-
cenwo.org.  

Access videos at www.hospicenwo.org/family-support/caregiverassis-
tance-videos. 

Chaplain Chatline – During this challenging time, hospice 

chaplains are available by phone if you have something on your 

mind and would like to talk or pray. All phone calls are confiden-

tial. Please leave a voicemail message if the call is not answered – 

include callback number – and a chaplain will return the call the 

next business day.  

The Chaplain Chatline number is (567) 331-2309. 

To learn more about Hospice of Northwest Ohio, visit 

www.hospicenwo.org. 

Alzheimer’s Association Operates Free Helpline 

The Alzheimer’s Association, Northwest Ohio Chapter, oper-

ates a free helpline 24 hours a day, seven days a week in 140 lan-

guages. Staff is available to help with questions about Alzheimer’s 

disease or memory loss, medications and treatment options, brain 

health and care options, caregiving tips and respite care options, 

services available in the community and/or referrals.  

The toll-free number is (800) 272-3900. The association is 

also available online at www.alz.org/nwohio, or e-mail alzheimer-
snwo@alz.org.
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Staff & Residents Appreciated At Genesis Village  
Genesis Village has a kudos jar that sits in its main hallway, where staff and resi-
dents can nominate those who go above and beyond. Winners are drawn each 
month and recognized for their contribution to the community and rewarded with a 
gift card. Recent winner Jackie (left), was nominated for going above and beyond in 
helping out a resident and doing an amazing job at the front desk, while Norma was 
recently recognized for her regular help in the Genesis Village garden.                                  

PHOTO COURTESY OF GENESIS VILLAGE 

Sponsor A Monarch Butterfly Through The Zoo 
Each year, tens of thou-

sands of monarch butterflies 

make their annual voyage 

from northern breeding 

grounds in the Midwest to 

over-wintering sites high in 

the forests of Michoacán, 

Mexico. 

As a part of Toledo Zoo’s 

ongoing conservation work, 

last year the zoo reared more 

than 900 monarch butterflies 

for release on the yearly 

migration, for an approxi-

mate total of 4,000 since the 

program began. This year’s 

monarchs are beginning to 

emerge and will soon be 

ready for release. 

Each butterfly receives a 

unique and painless tag to 

identify individuals and 

allow the zoo to receive data 

if the animal is spotted on 

the 3,000-plus-mile journey. 

To date, over 40 tags have 

been recovered and docu-

mented from the zoo’s 

releases. 

Be a part of this epic jour-

ney by sponsoring a 

monarch, beginning at 

$10.00, by visiting https:// 
connect.toledozoo.org/even
ts/9795 prior to Wednesday, 

September 30. If your but-

terfly is spotted on its jour-

ney, the zoo will contact 

you. 

Sunset Communities, Otterbein 
Join Forces For Senior Services

The board of directors of 

Otterbein SeniorLife recently 

announced an affiliation 

with Sunset Communities, 

located in Toledo.  

Both are senior care non-

profit organizations that pro-

vide a wide array of senior 

services, including independ-

ent and assisted living, mem-

ory-support, skilled nursing 

and rehabilitative care, home 

health and hospice.  

In making the announce-

ment, Jill Wilson, president 

and CEO of Otterbein 

SeniorLife, said, “We are very 

pleased to join forces with 

Sunset Retirement Comm-

unities. Their 149-year track 

record of enriching individ-

ual life journeys, combined 

with Otterbein’s 108 years 

of enhancing the quality of 

life and holistic growth of 

older persons, will strength-

en our organization and 

open up all kinds of strategic 

opportunities to carry out 

our mission,”  

Wilson went on to say, 

“Our board could not pass 

up the opportunity to affili-

ate with a like-minded organ-

ization committed to excep-

tional stewardship. We 

believe the synergies of our 

organizations blend very well 

and will contribute greatly to 

continued excellent care and 

support for resident and 

working experiences for 

employees.” 

Sunset Communities 

CEO/president Vicky Bartlett 

said, “Our board has been 

looking for the best way to 

assure the long-term viabili-

ty of our organization and 

this is it. Otterbein 

SeniorLife is clearly one of 

the premier senior care 

providers in the nation and 

aligns best with us culturally 

and philosophically. The 

fact that Otterbein already 

operates four senior care 

organizations in Northwest 

Ohio and their home office 

location is less than three 

hours away are added 

bonuses.” 

According to Bartlett, 

even larger, dual-site commu-

nities like Sunset are more 

vulnerable today due to con-

stant changes in senior care. 

These include rising costs of 

health care, increased govern-

ment regulations, reductions 

in Medicare and Medicaid 

reimbursement and new 

competitors. 

In the affiliation, Otterbein 

SeniorLife will become the 

sole member of Sunset 

Retirement Communities Inc. 

In keeping with the standard 

already in place with all 

Otterbein communities, 

Sunset will retain the current 

staff, leadership team and 

local board of directors, but 

now with support from a 

home office team to create 

leverage for sales, marketing, 

communications, financial 

analyses, strategic planning 

and other such activities. 

Sunset’s balance sheet 

remains intact and invest-

ments will be used solely in 

support of the Sunset 

Communities.   

As an aspect of the affilia-

tion, the Sunset Communi-

ties will change their name to 

Otterbein Sunset House and 

Otterbein Sunset Village; and 

the independent living resi-

dences will be called The 

Woodlands at Otterbein 

Sunset House and Fieldstone 

Villas at Otterbein Sunset 

Village.  

The new organization will 

evaluate supplier contracts, 

credit opportunities, software 

productivity tools in place, 

etc.; and select the optimal 

solutions for the organiza-

tion as a whole, with the 

intent to drive up synergy 

and drive down the cost of 

operations, while maintain-

ing outstanding care and cus-

tomer service.
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Lakes of Monclova Provides Drive-Thru Sweet Treat 
The Lakes of Monclova hosted a drive-thru ice cream social for its Senior 
Executive Club members and the community on August 12. Club members usually 
get together once a month for an educational program and free lunch. Above, the 
staff of Lakes of Monclova await the next customer to drive up to the ice cream 
sundae station.                                                          MIRROR PHOTOS BY KAREN GERHARDINGER

Barb Grooms (left) and Judy Aldrich enjoy the treat. 

Friends Karen Gerdman and Judy Schlink dressed festively for the occasion. 

Retired nurse Kathy Quinlivan is a mem-
ber of the Senior Executive Club. 

Jackie Gray gives a thumbs-up to the 
ice cream sundae treat. 

Erin Thompson – Public Affairs Specialist 
Social Security Administration

There’s No Good Reason To Skip Creating  
A Personal Social Security Account Online

There are countless reasons why you can 

benefit from using your personal My Social 

Security account. Here are five that high-

light why opening an account today can 

help you and the people you love. 

Saving you time. There’s no need to 

leave your home when using the features of 

My Social Security. You may think you 

need to speak with a Social Security repre-

sentative to check your application status, 

set up or change direct deposit, or request a 

replacement Social Security card. All you 

have to do is log in or create an account at 

www.ssa.gov/myaccount.    
Security. When you open an account, it 

prevents someone else from possibly creat-

ing an account in your name. We use two-

step authentication to verify you are the 

one logging in to your account. Your per-

sonal information is very important to us. 

You can access your personal information 

safely and securely using My Social 

Security.   

Reassurance. Did you know you can 

see your entire work history with your per-

sonal My Social Security account? This 

allows you to verify if your employers 

reported your earnings to us correctly. This 

is very important. Accurate wage reporting 

will ensure you get the benefits you earned 

when you begin receiving benefits. 

Planning for Your Future. 
Retirement planning is essential for a 

secure future. The Retirement Calculator 

lets you enter the age or date when you 

expect to begin receiving benefits to gener-

ate an estimated benefit amount. If you 

enter your estimated future salary amount, 

that will be included when calculating the 

estimated benefit amount. You can also 

view your estimated disability benefit on 

the Estimate Benefits page. 

Control. A personal My Social Security 

account gives you the control to conduct 

your Social Security business wherever and 

whenever you want without needing to 

speak with a representative. You can check 

the status of your claim, get an instant 

proof of benefits letter or copy of your 

SSA-1099 and more. People in most states 

can also request a replacement Social 

Security card.  

Check out www.ssa.gov/myaccount and 

put yourself in control. 


